
Sermon Notes – August 20, 2017 
Let’s Review 
 We’ve seen in our study of psalms that the key to under-

standing Hebrew poetry is to learn about parallelism; for 
example, lines often say the same thing in a different way, or 
form a contrast to emphasize the same truth. Hebrew poetry is 
FULL of parallelism. 

 Last week we heard David’s call in Psalms 103-104 to “Bless 
God” – to live a Godward life in our words, our actions, and our 
affections. David works to “train his soul” to bless God at all 
times. 

Today’s Text: Psalm 119 
Psalm 119 is a psalm that overflows with delight in the Word of 
God.  
 With 176 verses, this is the longest chapter in the Bible.   

 Along with Psalms 1 & 19, this psalm is a “Torah (or teaching) 
Psalm,” emphasizing the value of _________ and __________ 
God’s instruction, and warning of the consequences of failing to 
do so. 

 Psalm 119 is an __________, using the 22 letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet to form one long poem about the writer’s love for 
God’s Word. Each of the 22 letters is supported with 8 verses 
(22 sections x 8 = 176 verses). Most of our Bibles insert the 
letters of the Hebrew alphabet to help us see the sections. 

 The author uses at least ten words to refer to God’s Word (law, 
rules, commandments, precepts, etc.). The word “Torah” 
appears 25 times.  

 READ: let’s read Psalm 119:1-16 to get a flavor of the text. 

 The author delights in God’s Word for (at least) THREE Reasons: 

God’s Word points us to the LIVING God   
The psalmist is not simply interacting with information or with a 
book; 172 verses are “________________” with God! We are not 
“worshipers” of the Bible, but of the God to whom the Bible points. 
Cf. 145-152 
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God’s Word is a Key Means of Life Change 
 God uses His Word to point us to ________________ and to ___________ 

of evil: Cf. 9, 11, 67, 104 

 God uses His Word to sustain us in times of trouble: Cf. 50, 75, 92 & 143 

God’s Word is More Valuable Than MONEY 
This is a repeated theme! God’s Word is a better ___________ than great 
wealth. Do you believe this? Cf. 14, 71-72, 127.  

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 These verses from Psalm 119 may be familiar to you – or they should be! 

Perhaps you & your kids will want to memorize these in the coming week! 
9-11, 18, 71, 75, 89, 92, 105 

 “If we delight in friends, we will want to be with them. If we delight in 
children, we will want to look after them. If we delight in a song, we will 
want to sing it. If we delight in God’s law, we will want to meditate upon it.” 
(Greidanus, 64). So, the question is, do you?  

 One of the most important things about a church is how it interacts with the 
Bible. Is the Bible honored, valued, respected, listened to, loved, obeyed, 
memorized, and affection-changing?  

 How do we come to love God’s Word? Even this is an act of grace! How we 
need the Christ of the gospel to change our hearts! Perhaps v. 18 would be 
your prayer today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday: August 27, 2017 
“I Am Fearfully & Wonderfully Made” 

(Psalm 139) 
Pastor Tyler Pease 

Answer Key: ▪ loving ▪ obeying ▪ accros c ▪ first-person ▪ righteousness ▪ warn us ▪ mes of trouble ▪ treasure ▪  


