“Defending Bloody Rituals in a Polite Society”
Sermon Notes: Leviticus 16 & Hebrews 9-10

Review:

We began studying Leviticus with a sermon entitled, “The G Begins with the

H of God” and a quote, “Leviticus was and is one of the most important books in
the OT...It lays the theological framework for the NT teaching about the a w of
Jesus Christ.” (Ross)

In October we saw that ““Shalom is God'’s design for creation and redemption; sin is

blamable human v of these great realities and therefore an affront to their
Architect and Builder.” (Plantinga)
We saw that “Animal sacrifices ¢ sin, but could not take it away.” (Heb. 10:4)

Today’s Study:
A. Remembering Leviticus

1. Leviticus is the third book of Moses. The setting is at the foot of Mt. Sinai about a year
after the Exodus from Egypt.

2. Leviticus introduces key theological themes: atonement, holiness, purification, sin,
uncleanness, and the priesthood.

Today’s Key Theme: The bloody sacrifices of Leviticus bear profound testimony to the

devastation brought about by sin, and the fragile nature of providing redemption.

1. The book of Exodus surfaces a tension: How can a holy God d inthe m of
unclean (sinful) people? (Exodus 19:12, 23)

2. Four of the five offerings in Leviticus 1-7 involve the bloody deaths of animals.

3. TheD of A is the highpoint of Leviticus and, without question, one of
the most sobering days of the annual Jewish calendar. (Leviticus 16)

And all of this leads us to CHRIST! READ Hebrews 9:6-15, 24-28; 10:10:1-4, 11-14

1. Leviticus 16is f in Christ. (Matt. 5:17)

2. The countless animal sacrifices pointed to the awfulness of sin before an infinitely holy
God; Jesus Christ bore the penalty for all sin in our place on the cross...ONCE!

Applying God’s Word: Let’s Talk!

Rest assured: God takes no pleasure in the death of animals either (Isaiah 1:10-17; Micah
6:6-8; Ezekiel 33:11), but humans matter even more to God than animals.

How do you see the glory of the gospel in our study of Leviticus this weekend?

As we celebrate communion, let’s return to Hebrews...
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“All the sacrifices that were given to Israel find their fulfillment in the death of the Son of God
on the cross — and that was the plan all along.” (Allen P. Ross)

“Old Covenant believers, no less than NT Christians, were saved by the atoning sacrifice of
Christ. The OT sacrifices provided a window through which they looked in faith to their Messiah
who was yet to come.” (Jeffrey, Ovey, & Sach)

Getting Acquainted (15 minutes)
If you haven’t done so already, take a few minutes to share highlights from the holiday season.

Talking It Through (20)

e Asyou’ve learned about the sacrifices that were offered in Old Testament times, have you
ever been bothered by what you’ve learned? Does it seem unfair to you?

e What aspects of the Day of Atonement seem most significant to you? (Leviticus 16)

e |n Leviticus the holiness of God is contrasted with the sinfulness (uncleanness) of humans
(asin Isaiah 6). In what ways are these two elements at the very heart of the gospel?

Going Deeper (15 minutes)

e How would you explain the connection between the death of Christ on the cross and the
Day of Atonement? You might READ Hebrews 9 again.

e In Matthew 5:17 Jesus says “l have not come to abolish [the Law & the Prophets], but to
fulfill them.” How does that perspective help you read & understand the Old Testament?

Taking It Home (10 minutes)
e In what ways does an increased understanding of OT sacrifices & sin help you appreciate
Christ and the gospel?

Time to PRAY (10 minutes)
Take a few minutes to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and then
find a couple of volunteers to pray for those needs.



