
“The Best Way to PRAY for God’s People” 
Sermon Notes: Ephesians 3:14-21 

 

 

Review:  
• Looking at Ephesians 1:7-14, we learned that God Himself is the greatest gift of the gospel; 

that if God were to give us things instead of Himself, He would be withholding the truly 
greatest good.  

• In Ephesians 2:11-22 we saw that humans tend toward division, but that “the gospel 
smashes racism and pride.”  

 

 

Today’s Study: Ephesians 3:14-21 
The Church – made up of both Jews & Gentiles who by grace are in Christ – is God’s 
masterpiece (2:10), formed to bring great glory to God by showing His power & wisdom, and 
we desperately need God’s help to make it so!  
 
A. It takes more than c_____ t________ & g____ m________ for the church to thrive. (14-15) 

1. This section thematically follows 2:11-22 (“For this reason” in 3:1 & 14) 
2. The topic is God’s revolutionary plan to draw the nations together in a single entity 

called “the Church” as a witness of God’s w_______ & p_______ (3:10; Romans 11:33).  
3. Paul views p_________, p__________ p_______ as essential to the success of the 

church. 
 
B. A healthy, obedient church needs three things from “the riches of His glory”: (16-19) 

1. A healthy, obedient church needs the p_____ of the l_______ God (cf. 1:19).  
2. A healthy, obedient church needs a g_______ a_________ of God’s power & love. 
3. A healthy, obedient church needs God-centered p________.  

 
C. The God who gives all of these things is a f_________ that never runs dry. (20-21) 

God is able to do…FAR more… (cf. Mark 7:37 – “beyond measure”) 
1. The God who spoke the worlds into existence is n___ d____ y____. (Psalm 33:6,9) 
2. “Both the church and Christ will bring glory to God forever.” (Clinton Arnold)  

 
Applying God’s Word: Let’s Talk!  
• Any plan for a healthy church that isn’t solidly built on a desperate need for God (evidenced 

by prayer) is built on a shaky foundation.   
• By the way, that’s true for YOUR life too. Do you recognize your profound need for God’s 

power & enabling in your life? In what ways is that reflected in your daily priorities?   
• Following Paul’s pattern here, what TWO things might you pray about for a person you 

love? 1)___________________________   2) _________________________________ 
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Small Group Study Guide – week of January 19, 2014 

 

“The Best Way to PRAY for God’s People” 
Ephesians 3:14-21 

 
Getting Acquainted (15 minutes) 
Have you ever been in a church situation when people prayed extra? What was going on? 
(Keep it brief, keep it anonymous, and keep it nice!) 
 
Talking It Through (20 minutes) 
READ & review Ephesians 3:14-21 (review the connection with 2:11-22) 
• How do you think greater awareness of God’s power would affect a church? (16) 
• How do you think greater awareness of God’s love would affect a church? (19) 
• Paul prays, “…to Him be glory in the church…” How & when is God’s glory seen in a church? 

Think through your past church experience… 
• THINK: Based on the kinds of things that Paul prays about in this text, how would he know if 

God had answered his prayer? What things might he hope to see in the Ephesian believers?  
 
Going Deeper (15 minutes)  
• Read & compare Paul’s prayers in Ephesians 1:15-21, Philippians 1:9-11, and Colossians 1:9-

12. How are they similar to each other?  
• Using one of those three examples, write a prayer for a person you love.  
• How is the prayer you just wrote different from how you usually pray for that person?  
 
Taking It Home (10 minutes) 
• Built on active prayer, how might people in a local church encourage people to love each 

other? What creative things could be done to increase the love in a church family?  
(List at least FIVE things that could be done)  

 
 
 
Time to PRAY (10 minutes)  
Take a few minutes to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and then 
pray for those needs. 
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