Sermon Notes — March 22, 2015

Review

— Back in Luke 15 we saw three stories about lost things. In
each case, that which is lost is of great v , worthy of
an extensive s , and producing greatj  when it
is found.

= Jesus’ disciples were expecting an i k

They were looking for a crown without a cross.

Today's Text: Luke 20:1-21:38

— We are now in the fourth section of Luke’s gospel (19:28-
23:56) focusing on what we call “Passion Week.”

— Today’s text likely took place on Tuesday of Jesus’ final
week.

— Today’s text makes two massive declarations and calls for
a response.

Jesus Speaks with Authority Because He is GOD!
(20:1-21:4)

= Jesus’ enemies—who have no authority—dare to
q the One who has demonstrated authority to
heal the sick & raise the dead. (20:1-8)

= Jesus has authority to hold a and to
i . (20:9-19)
= Jesus is wiser than the ¢ C . (20:20-40)

= Jesus’ authority comes from heaven, not from humans
(20:41-21:4)

Jesus Announces the Future Because He is GOD!
(21:5-38)

— Jesus starts with what was perceived to be an indestructi-
ble landmark—Herod’s temple in Jerusalem, now under
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construction for about fifty years (!) — and announces its pending
destruction to the shock of His hearers. (21:5-7)

— Jesus’ prophetic speech (aka “The Olivet Discourse”) weaves together

s - and | - elements. (21:8-38)

— Jesus gives lots of details but stops short of saying when these things
will all happen. Why do you think He doesn’t get more specific? (See
21:34-36 for some strong clues; cf. Matthew 24:42-46 & 25:13)

Responding to God's Word

= The text calls for a response from you! We sometimes stand with
Jesus’ questioners in 20:2. We look to heaven and say, “By what au-
thority do you allow these things in my life? By what authority do you
interfere in my little kingdom?” Instead, we ought to tremble and
worship.

— We speak of what Jesus “offers” and forget that He also said, “Unless
you repent, you will all likewise perish.” (13:3,5; See also Acts 17:30-
31)

— Is there anything in your life you would do differently if you knew
that Jesus would return in a week? Are there habits you would stop?
Are there things you would throw away? Are there things you would
start doing? Well...don’t wait until tomorrow!

Luke 4:32 They were astonished at his teaching for his word possessed
authority...

Luke 4:36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, "What is
this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spir-
its, and they come out!"

Luke 5:24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins"--he said to the man who was paralyzed--"I say to
you, rise, pick up your bed and go home."



