Small Group Study Guide — November 15, 2015

Getting Started (15 minutes)

Take a moment to take a group photo and send it to Pastor Tyler. What
things have you been thankful for in your small group? What has God
done? Write down answers and send it with your group photo.

Talking It Through (25 minutes)

1. Re-read Sunday’s text: I John 2:28-3:3. John provides two contrasting
reactions to Christ’s return: confidence & dread. Which do you think is
more common for Christians to feel2 Why do you think Christians might
experience anxiety about Christ’s return? What elements of the text
should be a comfort?

2. Why do you think John was so excited about our identity as God’s
children? Think back to where we have been so far in I John. How does
the reality of our adoption reinforce the themes of confidence, assurance,
and security that we've looked at so far?

3. Over the past century there has been a movement in many churches to
deemphasize the supernatural. They have effectively said, “We cannot be
sure about all the supernatural stuft but the important thing is just to try

and be like Jesus.” While such a statement may sound humble and well-

intentioned, what’s the problem with it? Consider John 3:1-21

The Confidence and Hope of Being God's Children

Pastor Tyler Pease

| John 2:28-3:3

Going Deeper (10 minutes)

Take time to read a few of the other passages that talk about
our adoption as God’s children: John 1:12; Romans 8:15-17;
Galatians 4:4-6; Ephesians 2:19. What additional elements of
encouragement would you add to Sunday’s sermon?

Taking It Home (10 minutes)

John definitely believes that our status as God’s children,
while not fully realized, should have an impact on our lives
today (see 3:3). Why should a Christian live consistently
with their future hope? What are some practical ways you
can do this now?

Time to PRAY (10 minutes)

(Or do this at the beginning of your group time)
Take time to share prayer requests that relate to the people
in your group, and then pray for those needs.

Next Sunday:
November 22, 2015

“Thankfulness is a Choice”

Numbers 11 (Pastor Jay Mosser)



