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An Introduction to Judges  
 Judges is a story about the true trajectory of mankind 

apart from God. When people do what is right in their 
own eyes, life get very messy. In Judges, there is very little 
to be encouraged by when looking at the humans in the 
story. The true hero of Judges is God! He full of grace and 
patience, and He is not perplexed by human failure. Ulti-
mately, Judges shows us why we need a savior.  

 One of the key features of Judges is a reoccurring cycle of 
s___, j_______, r________, and d_________. Each time 
the cycle occurs things get a little worse. Judges is basical-
ly a d_______ s______. Look for reoccurring phrases:  

 “The people did what was evil in the sight of the Lord” 
 “In those days there was no king in Israel” 

 
What’s Going On? A Brief History Lesson 
 Israel’s history starts with A_______. (Genesis 12:1-3) 
 Abraham’s descendants find refuge in Egypt where they 

are safe to grow but eventually are enslaved 
 God raises up a new leader, M______, and brings Israel 

out of Egypt so they can become a holy nation.  
 D____________ causes 40 years of wandering in the wil-

derness. When they are ready to enter the land, Moses 
dies and Joshua becomes the new leader.  

 Judges details what happens after Joshua dies. 
 

Studying the Old Testament  
 Ancient history is different from modern history. The au-

thor is teaching something. Every d____ has a p_______! 

 Identify the difference between what is being described 
and what is being p__________.  

 Application to ourselves is not straight forward. Try to 
figure out what the original intent was, then ask, “What is 
u_______ and how do I apply it to new settings?”  

 A Problem Before We Even Begin! 
 One of the more criticized portions of scripture is essential to Judges’ 

historical setting: What do we do with what appears to be g________ 
in Deuteronomy 7:1-2 & Joshua 6:20-21? 

 4 possible responses: Reevaluate G____, Reevaluate the ____   
_________, R_________ the Old Testament, Reevaluate the E_____.  

 
Why the Command?  
 God’s R_______ Purpose: Israel’s obedience is a key part of God’s 

redemptive plan for all humankind. A lot is at stake! (Genesis 12:1-3; 
Exodus 19:3-6; Joshua 23:11-13).  

 God’s J______ Purpose: God is using Israel to judge the people of 
Canaan (Genesis 9:18-27).  

 

Evaluating the Command  
 Let’s look at Exodus 12:37-38; Numbers 22-24; Joshua 2:8-14. 

 This was u__________ from God. 

 This was not f_______ or r_______.  

 This was not p_____ or v________.  

 Ultimately, God has the prerogative to judge (Matt. 25:31-36; 2 Cor. 
5:10; Revelation 20:11-15). In this case, “Eschatological J________ 
Invades H_______.”  

 

Responding to God’s Word:  
 There are many ways that this portion of the Bible can be misapplied. 

Historically, people have put themselves in Israel’s shoes and others 
people groups in the Canaanite’s shoes but this has serious problems! 
Apart from what was done on the cross, we deserve the same fate as 
the Canaanites!   

 We aren’t going to get far in our  study of Judges if we do not see 
God’s prerogative to judge. How does this apply to us? (Romans 2:1-
11; 3:21-25).   

 Coming to communion: Judges causes us to see our need for a savior! 
The Gospel is good news!  


