
 The Motive: The mercies of God in Christ as outlined in 
the gospel...not guilt, not family patterns, not hope of 
personal gain or fulfillment.  

 

Gospel Implication #2: Stop living & thinking like 
the sinful world system around you 
 Paul is not speaking hypothetically: he says “_________” 
 One translations says: “Don’t let the world around you 

_______________________.” 
 God transforms our minds by His Word. Ephesians 

5:26; Colossians 2:6-10 & 3:16; Hebrews 4:12 

Responding to God’s Word 

 “The Church Must Breathe Gospel Air” - that means 
that the gospel has HUGE implications for life; it is not 
simply a set of doctrines to be taught and followed. The 
gospel affects everything!  

 

 The gospel is not just how a person enters the Christian 
faith. To use the analogy of a house, the gospel is not 
simply the front porch; it’s the whole house. We live in 
the gospel every day...turning toward Christ in simple 
faith, repenting, believing, repenting again...every day.  

 

 How is the world “squeezing you into its mold”? In what 
areas do you need to re-evaluate your thinking or values 
or behavior so that you think and behave like a Chris-
tian?  
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Sermon Notes — July 24, 2016 
 

Review 
We have spent15 weeks in Judges & Ruth. We saw that when 
we reject God’s rule in our lives we get the book of Judges; 
Ruth shows us that even when we or others rebel against God, 
He will still accomplish His gracious purposes. Even when 
“the Judges” rule, ____________!  
 

Being the Church in a Changing Culture: A seven 
week series in Romans 12  
The world around us is changing at a pace that has left many 
of us speechless. God calls His church to do more than be-
moan the decline of culture around us. He calls us to “Be the 
Church.”  
 

What’s So Special About the book of Romans? 
 It’s written by the Apostle Paul, a man who knows what it 

means to be ______ and to be _______.  Galatians 1:11ff. 
 It’s written to the early church in Rome living in a culture 

that is both advanced and depraved, led by leaders who 
are far from ______________.  

 It presents the details of the gospel in clear detail and then 
reminds us in chapters 12-16 that the gospel is to be 
________. We are on _________, not __________.  
Matthew 16:18; 28:18-20; Acts 1:8  

 

Gospel Implication #1: Your life is not your own 
 The Call: Present _________ to God; just as a _________ 

_ __________ was presented, so present yourself to God. 
 This verse is loaded with the language & imagery of OT 

sacrifice; early readers would have seen this immediately. 
OT sacrifices were totally given to God. The sacrificial an-
imal did not choose the _________ or the altar or the 
____________ of the act of worship.  

 The sacrifice is described by THREE terms… 
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