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Introducing a new preaching series 

 Your faith & your worldview shouldn't be simply a week-
end hobby, left to casual thinking.  

 Let’s talk about “apologetics” as a theological discipline 
that YOU need to develop (see the bulletin article)...  

 I Peter 3:13-17 
 II Peter 1:16-21 

 Listen to Dr. William Lane Craig, a leading apologist… 
 Apologetics & evangelism are partners, not competitors! 

Cf. Alister McGrath (“Mere Apologetics,” p. 22 & 24) 
 Our guide for this journey? Peter!  
 One of Jesus’ inner circle 
 A normal guy who fished for a living 
 A man who lived big — in success & in failure!  
 

Today’s Text: Read I Peter 1:1-2 
 The form of the letter & the authority the author carries!  
 The original audience: believers who fled either willingly 

or unwillingly for their faith (i.e. Acts 8:1).  
 Biblical faith has produced many exiles down through the 

ages, both in biblical history and in subsequent genera-
tions (Exodus; the Babylonian exile; Jeremiah 29). 

 Peter encourages his readers with three reminders (2):  
 You belong to God because of His work, not yours. 
 You are a construction site of the Spirit of God. 
 You have been called by God for a purpose. 
 

A Follower of Christ IS an “Exile”/Pilgrim 
This world is not your true home! Do not forget this as you 
struggle and pray and seek to live for Christ in a hostile 
world.  
 Countless poets, song writers, & authors have captured 

this reality through their various mediums...  
 Remember the words of John in I John 2:15-17? 
 Similarly, hear Paul in Philippians 3:20... 

 Exiles Often Long for Their True Home 
 The book of Hebrews was written to Christ-followers who deeply 

longed for their true home! (Hebrews 11:13-16) 
 Capture the deep emotion in Psalm 137:1-4 & Psalm 126!  
 

Responding to God’s Word 

 When in your life have you felt most like a pilgrim/exile? What did 
you do with that feeling? Did you withdraw in self-pity...or did you 
more purposefully engage in life & relationships?  

 

 According to Tim Keller, “Exiles” face twin dangers — (a) Cultural 
Accommodation, or (b) Cultural Withdrawal;  which one is your 
greatest temptation?  

 

Assignment: If you are tempted to withdraw from culture & shout truth 
from a safe distance, how can you do a more intentional job of “seeking 
the good of the city” as in Jeremiah 29? ___________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
If, on the other hand, you ARE involved in culture & with lost people, but 
you face temptation to be too close — to be so like the world around that 
no one even knows you are a follower of Christ, what can you do to bold-
ly identify yourself with Christ? _________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


