
Sermon Notes – July 16, 2017 
Let’s Review 
 Last week, we enjoyed Psalm 27, a psalm of confident trust, and 

we saw God as the ultimate source of hope in a broken & fear-
producing world.  

 In Psalm 27 we saw David identify his “one thing” – the ultimate 
goal of his life, specifically, to see the beauty of God through all 
of life’s ups & downs, to value God more than things, to seek 
God’s face more than possessions or reputation. We asked, 
“What’s your “one thing”?” What do you value most in life?  

Today’s Text: Psalm 51 
Psalm 51 is about sin & repentance. In this text, we see what a truly 
repentant heart looks like. Some details to look for as we study:  
 This psalm appears to be built on two “chiasms” – artistic, 

poetic structures that use ___________ & ______ to express 
the deep longings of the heart. 

 Additional elements of form, structure, & connection to notice: 
An opening & closing prayer (1-2 & 18-19) 
Numerous sets of three 
Five/three/three/five 
Two parts with different emphases (1-9 & 10-19) 
Did Jesus have Psalm 51:4 in mind in Luke 15:18 & 21? 

True Repentance Means Thought & Introspec on  
 READ the text & note the superscription!  

 We often confuse “__________” with repentance – and they 
are not necessarily the same thing. When we _______ others, 
__________ our offenses, claim __________, or focus on 
__________, repentance is incomplete. Look at the emphasis in 
this psalm on the heart! Cf. also II Cor. 7:8-11 

 The animal sacrifices prescribed in Leviticus emphasized the 
seriousness of sin…but they were aimed at unintentional sins or 
oversights, not intentional, ______________ sins like adultery 
or murder. Those offenses carried a death sentence.  
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 Practicing good theology: Let’s talk about verse 5 and verse 11… 

 We ____ because we’re ________; we are not ________ because we 
____. 

 What’s the deal about the Holy Spirit? Does God “kick us out”?  

 Psalm 51:16-17 assures us that even in OT times, God seeks heart change, 
not just _______________. 

The Joy of Forgiveness 
 A longing for “joy & gladness” (8) likely refers to the freedom of spirit 

exhibited at Israel’s feast days.  

 In Luke 15 Jesus tells three stories about lost things being found. In each 
case, there is joy when the lost is found. (6-7, 9-10, & 22-25, 32) 

 Sometimes lack of joy at being forgiven indicates a ________ understanding 
of our sin or of God’s mercy.  

Responding to God’s Word 
 Is there unconfessed sin in your life today that the Holy Spirit is prompting 

you to address with Him or with others?  
 

 Listen to David in Psalm 32:1-5...For the truly repentant, Micah 7:18 
becomes a song of rejoicing!  
 

 Psalm 51 points us to good news about Jesus as outlined in Ephesians 2:1-9. 
Let’s bask today in God’s great plan to pardon sin because Christ’s death on 
the cross in our place, and then to credit Christ’s perfect righteousness to 
us!  

 
 
 

 

Next Sunday: July 23, 2017 
“My Feet Almost Slipped” 

(Psalm 73) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ Repe on ▪ Form ▪ Apologies ▪ Blame ▪ Minimize ▪ Ignorance ▪ Externals ▪ Premeditated ▪ Sin & Sinners ▪ Be er 
Manners  ▪ Shallow 


