
Sermon Notes – July 23, 2017 
Let’s Review 
 Last week we visited Psalm 51, one of seven “penitential 

psalms,” in which David is profoundly vulnerable about his need 
for repentance and cleansing by God.  

 We saw last week that it is easy for us to confuse sadness over 
sin with true repentance. Sometimes we are sad over sin 
because we got caught or sad because of negative 
consequences. We may weep and promise to reform, but if 
there is no heart-change (i.e. true repentance) then there is no 
true change. Psalm 51 calls us to deal honestly with sin.  

Today’s Text: Psalm 73 
Psalm 73 is a psalm of Asaph, a musician & song-writer in the me 
of King David. He is credited with numerous psalms, notably 50 & 
73-83. His children were also musicians & song-writers (Ezra 2:41). 
 In this text Asaph bares his soul about struggles going on in his 

heart. Your struggles are likely different from his, but the 
process of struggle & rescue is still the same.  

 Asaph helpfully chronicles his struggles, but especially how God 
holds on to him and rescues him and rebuilds his faith. You 
need this psalm as part of your lifeline to God!  

Losing Perspec ve is a Normal Part of Life (1-14) 
 Asaph’s problem is that he sees too many ________ people 

whose lives look pretty easy. They revel in sin and make way 
too much money. They ignore ____________ and get away with 
it. In fact, Asaph asks himself, “Is it __________ to follow God?” 
(12-13). 

 In today’s media-driven generation this can be a special 
challenge for followers of Christ. Remember the TV show, 
“Lifestyles of the Rich & Famous”? Does that sort of thing help 
or hinder your faith?  

 Remember __________ struggle with losing perspective?  
Cf. I Kings 19 & Psalm 103:14.  

M
y Feet Alm

ost Slipped 
Psalm

 73 
Pastor Jay M

osser 

We Need God to Rescue Us with His Truth (15-20) 
 Asaph sees again that he is not an ________; others count on him. 

 Asaph returns to an ________ perspective – the correct and final measure.  

 Asaph remembers again that it IS worth it to trust one’s _____ and _____ 
and _____________________ to our faithful Creator & Savior. Remember  
I Peter 4:19? “Therefore, let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.”  

Responding to God’s Word (21-28) 
 There is a time and a place to mull over questions & doubts, to wrestle with 

questions of the heart. Sometimes in seasons of physical or emotional 
weariness we find ourselves plagued by doubts. But – hear this carefully – 
we must not remain in that place of questioning too long or doubts can give 
way to cynicism or bitterness (21-22). We must learn “CPR” of the soul. 

 As Asaph wrestled with life’s biggest questions, he knew that he needed to 
spend time “in the sanctuary of God.” He needed “the nearness of God” 
(NAS). Only there did true perspective return. Please hear this from your 
pastor: When you separate yourself for an extended time from the truth of 
God AND from the people of God, you endanger your very soul.  

 For times of life struggle, you need to surround yourself with faith-building 
friends. That’s why you should join a Community Group, a Discipleship 
Group, or some other true followers of Jesus who will strengthen your faith. 
Proverbs 13:20 says… 

 The gospel story of Jesus is the ultimate corrective to lost perspective. I 
don’t know much, but I know that Christ lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for my sin, rose from the dead, and is coming again. 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday: July 30, 2017 
“Let the Na ons Be Glad” 

(Psalm 96) 
Ma hew Richey  

Answer Key: ▪ Godless ▪ God’s laws ▪ worth it ▪ Elijah’s ▪ island ▪ eternal ▪ life ▪ soul ▪ eternal well-being  


