
Sermon Notes – September 24, 2017 
Introducing a NEW Preaching Series 
Welcome to “Facing the Mess: The Redemp ve Power of the 
Gospel.” This year’s study through I Corinthians will focus on what 
happens when people with an unbiblical worldview come to Christ 
and find their morals and values and life choices confronted by a 
holy, righteous, and redeeming God. What things must change? 
How does God re-create & restore messy, broken people?  

Today’s Text: I Corinthians 1:1-9 
 The Apostle Paul is a devout, first-century Jewish man whose 

life is forever changed when he has a face-to-face encounter 
with the resurrected Christ. After that, his life is never dull!  

 The ancient city of Corinth was located at on a narrow neck of 
land that connected two land masses. Paul finds the city to be 
“prosperous, cosmopolitan, and religiously pluralistic, 
accustomed to visits by impressive, traveling public speakers 
and obsessed with status, self-promotion, and personal 
rights…It was marked by the worship of idols, sexual immorality, 
and greed.” Do you have a map in the back of your Bible?  

 Paul visits Corinth on his second missionary journey and spends 
about a year and half there (Acts 18:1-18). During that time a 
fledgling church begins, but not without conflict & violence. 

 One writer calls I Corinthians, “One of Paul’s most difficult 
letters.” Our study will require d__________ and h__________.  

 

The Gospel Finds Us All As “Messy People” (1-8) 
 These messy people are “called to be s_______.” Imagine! God 

does not call “a________-c________-u___” people to Himself. 
Actually, there are none! See Romans 3:10-18. (Did you know 
that some of the hardest people to reach are good, moral 
people?) 

 Having “all the gifts” does not make this a h________ church! 
Far from it. We often confuse “giftedness” with maturity or 
wisdom or godliness.  

 Paul begins this difficult letter with these remarkable 
statements: “I thank God for you. You are richly b________ and 
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I Corinthians 1:1-9 
 g_______ people. You are eager to see Jesus, and one day you will indeed 

stand g__________ in His presence.” He…will…keep…you!  

 Both future judgment and h______ fill this letter! See 3:13; 4:5; 5:5; 11:26; 
and especially ch. 15.  

 Paul does NOT begin by saying…  

 Some practical applications of this… 
 

The Faithfulness of God Allows Paul to be Bold AND Gentle (9) 
 Paul references Jesus ten times in the opening nine verses! Gospel purposes 

permeate this entire, painful-but-truthful letter. Paul sincerely seeks the 
gospel-good of those he is about to rebuke; he does not merely intend to 
“give them a p______ of h____ m______.” See 2:2 – “nothing but Christ”;  
I Cor. 4:15 – “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel”; and  
I Thess. 2:6 – “like a nursing mother.” 

 Paul does not position himself either as “the o__________ one” OR as “the 
one with all the answers.” He points to Christ who IS the Redeemer, the 
Savior, the Holy One! This letter is written in the spirit of Romans 8:29.  

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Today’s text is loaded with grace! God calls us “while we were yet sinners.” 

If you are a believer today, it is not because you are smarter, kinder, gentler, 
more of a gift to humanity, or ANY OTHER reason that points to you. Anyone 
who knows Christ has been drawn to Him by the unmerited grace of God!  

 This affects how we view others who do not yet know Christ. Should we not 
anticipate that people who do not yet know Christ would have life issues, 
struggles, baggage, unresolved conflicts, confusion, addictions, & sinful 
habits…like us? Take a look at I Corinthians 6:9-11.  

 And from that same text, what do we see about the redeeming power of 
the gospel? What kind of life-messes does the gospel address? Do YOU have 
that kind of confidence that the Christ of the gospel can redeem today’s 
messy people?  

 

 

Next Sunday: October 1, 2017 
“Is Division Always a Sin?” 

(I Corinthians 1:10-17) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 


