
Sermon Notes – December 3, 2017 
Advent Preaching: Ruth 1-4 
The book of Ruth is both a wonderful (and true!) story, and it is a 
treasure trove of essential theology! Life in a broken world often 
brings pain & confusion. We don’t always make the best choices. 
Sometimes we wonder if God still sees and cares.  

Se ng & Context 
 Setting: A time of desperate need – the time of the Judges, 

about 1500-1100 B.C. (cf. Judges 21:25).  

 Location: Bethlehem – ironically, the “house of _______”  

 Purpose: Ruth 4:22 – Behind circumstances that look both 
random & tragic, God is at work preparing the grandfather of 
the great King David, ancestor of the even greater King Jesus. 
God is preparing Christmas!  

Providence When My World Falls Apart (1-5) 
 Naomi & her husband Elimelech live in Bethlehem and flee their 

homeland to find food. The famine is no doubt one of God’s 
ongoing ___________ of their wandering nation.   

 Naomi & Elimelech bring along their two boys – Mahlon & 
Chilion (“_____” or “_____” and “________”) 

 Dad dies (3) and the boys marry pagan wives, outside the family 
of faith (4). There are no grandchildren, then the boys die.  

At this point, no one wants to live Naomi’s life – uprooted from her 
homeland, separated from family & friends, and then saying 
goodbye to her husband & then her two boys. Talk about lonely!  

Providence In the Midst of Great Pain (6-22) 
 The decision to “return” home is both a ___________ choice 

and a ____________ choice. She is going back home when 
others have never left. She is going back to a place of previous 
blessing, hoping that God will be merciful again.  

 Ruth is perhaps the singular bright spot in Naomi’s life! She is 
cast as an amazing woman of faith who embraces “______ 
_____” despite Naomi’s ongoing disappointment with the 
Almighty.  

 A cultural issue: Levirate marriage (12) 
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 Ruth is unknowingly in God’s “___________” – God delights to show 
Himself strong on behalf of those who are ___________ and who cast 
themselves on His mercy, trusting Him, come what may! Habakkuk 3:17-19 

 Naomi’s despairing arrival at “home” (19-22); “Do not call me Naomi 
(__________); call me Mara” (________).  

Responding to God’s Word 
 We often walk in Naomi’s sandals: hurt, lost, despairing; utterly unable to 

see God’s providential care. How good of God not to give up on His 
despairing children!  

 The text gives us a hint of God’s mercy to come: 1:22 

 Hear the story of William Cowper…  

 Just as Naomi & Ruth’s time was very dark, so it was when Jesus was born. It 
had been 400 years since a prophet of God had spoken, long enough for 
good people to wonder if God had forgotten them. But “when the fulness of 
time had come, God sent forth His Son…” God works on His timetable, not 
ours!  

[Communion text: Galatians 4:4-5] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Next Sunday: December 10, 2017 
“Finding Refuge in God” 

(Ruth 2) 
Pastor Tyler Pease 

Answer Key: ▪ bread ▪ judgments ▪ sick, puny, pining ▪ humbling ▪ desperate ▪ your God ▪ sweet spot ▪ desperate ▪ pleasant ▪ 
bi er 

 


