
Sermon Notes – December 10, 2017 
Review 
 The book of Ruth tells the true story of Jesus’ descendants, the 

great grandparents of King David. 

 This is set in a time of desperate need—the time of the Judges. 
Ruth is a bright spot in a relatively dark period of history as God 
preserves faithful people in the midst of faithlessness.  

 Last week, we saw that God doesn’t give up on us in seasons of 
despair. Ruth is unknowingly in God’s “sweet spot” as God 
delights to show Himself strong on behalf of those who are 
desperate and who cast themselves on His mercy. 

 

Jumping into the Deep End: What is ḥesed?  
 Ḥesed includes the ideas of covenantal loyalty, faithfulness, 

kindness, goodness, mercy, love, and compassion. Sometimes it 
is translated as a compound word such as loving-__________, 
or loving-____________.  

 The majority of the time that the Bible mentions Ḥesed, it is 
speaking of God’s actions _________________________.  

 Ḥesed is more than an action or character trait, it is a reflection 
of God’s ______________ (Exodus 34:5-7). 

 Ḥesed becomes a defining _____________ of God’s people. 
God’s ḥesed love motivates human-to-human ḥesed love. 

Let’s continue with the story of Ruth and see God’s ḥesed love… 
 

Ruth’s Decision to Care for the Family (1-3)  
 Ruth is the first person to demonstrate ḥesed love. God had 

made provisions for widows and foreigners through gleaning 
laws, but the lawlessness of Israel makes Ruth’s decision to go 
gleaning both _______________________. 
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Ruth Gleans in Boaz’s Field (4-16)  
 With a sense of ______, the narrator overemphasizes the __________ of 

Ruth ending up in Boaz’s field and the fortune of Boaz showing up at just 
the right time. In fact, no luck is involved; God is working behind the scenes.  

 Boaz’s own ḥesed love toward Ruth means he doesn’t merely ______ with 
her; it means he offers protection and lavishes the type of kindness on her 
that is reserved for _____. This demonstrates God’s ḥesed love toward us. 

Ruth Discovers Boaz’s Iden ty (17-23) 
 After only one day of gleaning, Ruth comes home with about a week’s 

worth of food for both her and Naomi. This was highly unusual and Boaz’s 
full identity as a potential ________ is revealed.  

 Verse 20 is ambiguous. Whose ḥesed love is being demonstrated toward 
Naomi, Ruth, and their deceased husbands? It is both _______________! 
The ḥesed love Boaz has shown becomes the means God used to display his 
own ḥesed love.  

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 As God’s people, we can reflect God’s ḥesed love toward others 

o Ḥesed love is possible even in seasons of personal famine. 

o Ḥesed love finds its source in God. Notice that Boaz is not just a nice 
guy, he is clearly marked by his relationship with God. 

o Like Boaz, our ḥesed love can be the means God uses to 
demonstra ng His own ḥesed love to others.  

o Ḥesed love happens in a field… or a classroom… or an office.  

 Whether you are in a season of personal famine or wondering how to enact 
ḥesed love in your own life, Advent is the perfect time to grow in this area. 
In Advent, we see God’s ultimate expression of ḥesed love – Jesus.  In fact, 
Jesus is not just an expression of ḥesed love, he’s the embodiment of it!  
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Answer Key: ▪ kindness ▪ faithfulness ▪ toward people ▪ very nature ▪ characteris c ▪ dangerous and selfless ▪ irony ▪ luckiness 
▪ put up ▪ family ▪ redeemer ▪ God's and Boaz's ▪ 


