
Sermon Notes – January 7, 2018 
Review 
 Paul is writing to the church in Corinth, a church riddled with 

problems. The root of these problems is their confidence in 
human wisdom and not the wisdom of God. As a result, they 
have divisions, rivalries, disorder, and immorality in their midst.  

 In the early chapters of this letter we saw that through the 
gospel of Christ, we see ourselves truly. The fact is that God 
uses the foolish, the weak, the low, the despised, even things 
that “are not” to enable us to see HIM more clearly.   

 In chapter 3, Paul says, “Let each one be careful how he 
builds…” – that is, we are accountable to God for how we spend 
our lives & use the opportunities & abilities He entrusts to us. 
To say it bluntly, many things that we spent lots of time on, 
don’t matter at all.  

Today’s Text: I Corinthians 5:1-13 
In this chapter Paul addresses what we typically call “Church 
Discipline.” Church Discipline is FAR more than just “kicking people 
out of the church” for seriously bad things. It is an essen al process, 
driven by love, built on rela onships, and carried out – most of the 

me – completely unseen. 

God Cares About the Purity of the Church 
 What’s going on at the First Church of Corinth! (1-2) 

o Sin that is ________, tolerated, and offensive even to 
unbelievers. This isn’t about _____________________. 
We shouldn’t rebuke someone simply because they 
__________ us or have a different opinion on a 
___________ topic.  

 Texts to guide us: Psalm 32:1-5; Acts 5:1-11; Hebrews 12:4-11 

o NOTE: When the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin, LISTEN! 
Repent! Beware of a ________ conscience. (I Tim. 4:2)  

 The motivation: Repentance, forgiveness, restoration! (v. 5) 
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 Common obstacles:  

o We misapply ______________, & undervalue ___________.   

o Cultural baggage – today it’s all about twisting Jesus’ words, “Don’t 
_______,” or “All sin is ___________/no sin is worse than any 
other.”  

o Fear of being misunderstood as “having it all together.”   

 The process:  

o Private – always the first step  

o Patient – giving God time to work 

o Persistent – driven by genuine love 

o Public – the final & sobering step 

 A Return to Corinth: Paul’s prescription for church action and intimate 
fellowship. (3-5; 11) 

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 First, pursue Christ! Fight against sin within yourself. (Matt. 7; Galatians 1) 

 Second, love your brothers & sisters enough to help them fight against sin. 
This demands relationships! (Community Groups!) Many biblical words urge 
us to help each other in the fight for faith: Encourage, Admonish, Rebuke, 
Exhort, Reprove, Help, Edify – all with humility & gentleness. Cf. Hebrews 
3:12-14 

 Third, remember that the church is in a spiritual battle. Other believers are 
not our enemies. We are pilgrims on a journey, sinners all, desperately in 
need of true friends who will help us, pray for us, and lift us up when we fall. 
See Ephesians 6:10-20 and I Peter 5:8-11.  

 Communion text: II Corinthians 5:14-21 

 

 

 

 


