
Sermon Notes – February 25, 2018 
Review  
 In chapter 8, Paul begins a discussion with people who have 

“superior knowledge” about freedom in Christ, and who are 
exercising those rights without due regard for others who don’t 
know what they know, or who have baggage from their past.  

 Last week we also saw Paul remind the Corinthian believers 
that, “Love for others often calls for yielding our rights.” And 
he’s just getting warmed up on that topic!  

Today’s Text: I Corinthians 9:1-18 
There are mes – many of them! – when living a Christ-centered life 
requires us to exchange personal rights, comforts, and freedoms for 
the greater joy of knowing Christ more fully. This exchange is 
supposed to be a normal part of loving other people and living the 
Chris an life. 

Gospel Living Brings Greater Joy Than My Rights 
(Philippians 3:4-11) (1-14; key verse: 12b; plus 25) 
 Paul is a great Apostle! He has an amazing background, an 

outstanding education, and tremendous spiritual privileges – 
like a personal, one-on-one with Jesus! But he refuses to play 
his “______________” cards. (1-2, 12) 

 First century ___________ offered security, but also invited 
____________. On some level, you were supposed to keep your 
“sponsor” happy. Even church giving comes with danger. For 
Paul, the money isn’t worth it – for the most part, he works with 
his hands to pay his bills. (11-12) 

 Paul uses familiar examples to highlight what would be his 
_______________: soldiering (7), wine making (7), shepherding 
(7), OT law (9), farming (10-11), even serving in the temple (13).  

 Paul has a basic human right to get married & “settle down” – 
but if he does, can you imagine how utterly ________ his 
lifestyle as an Apostle will be to his wife? For Paul, greater joy 
comes from fulfilling God’s call on his life. Cf. II Cor. 11:23-28 
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Privileges = Responsibility & Accountability  

(15-18) 
 Anytime we set aside our rights to serve others & the gospel, there is a 

certain ______ to us. The answer to the question, “Is it worth it?” depends 
on whether you seek momentary pleasure…or greater & lasting joy.  

 Setting aside our rights ____________ isn’t worth much (though it’s better 
than nothing); doing so __________ & __________ brings greater reward! 
(17) 

 According to 6:19-20 and 7:22-23, Paul views himself as having been 
“bought with a price,” that is, he is a ______ of Christ. He does not “belong 
to himself.” Do you see this perspective reflected in this paragraph?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Are you deeply aware of the privileges you have – being born when & where 

you were, having the opportunities you do, enjoying comforts & possessions 
that are far beyond what most people in history would ever have imagined. 
Why do you think God has put you on this earth at precisely this time?  

 How easily do you relinquish your rights for the good of others? Living in a 
family or near others gives you ample opportunity to either stubbornly hold 
onto your rights or to willingly set them aside. Do you do so with joy?  

  Paul says, “I endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the 
gospel of Christ.” What is ONE thing in your life that you struggle to endure 
“for the gospel”? Will you pray for God’s grace to continue to do so?  

 
 
 


