
Sermon Notes – March 4, 2018 
Review: 
 Paul is writing to the church in Corinth, a church riddled with 

problems. The root of these problems is their confidence in 
human wisdom and not the wisdom of God. As a result, they 
have divisions, rivalries, disorder, and immorality in their midst. 

 Repeatedly, Paul addresses these problems in the Corinthian 
church by applying the gospel to each situation. Christ is the 
answer to our sinfulness and brokenness! 

 In chapter 8, Paul begins a discussion with people who have 
“superior knowledge” about freedom in Christ, and who are 
exercising those rights without due regard for others who don’t 
know what they know, or who have baggage from the past.  

Today’s Text: 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 
Today’s text is a con nua on of Paul’s self-report of how he himself 
is an example of one who has relinquished his rights for the advance 
of the gospel. Though he is free to indulge in his rights and 
privileges, Paul places a higher value on Christ and His cause. Paul’s 
life is defined by His priority to know Christ and help others share in 
the same ul mate blessing.  

All-Means Service for an All-Time Goal (19-22) 
 Our natural instinct is to think in terms of _____________. We 

ask, “how might this benefit _____?” This is often our primary 
factor in decision making.  

 For Paul, there is a greater _________ at stake than any 
momentary pleasure that might be won from a pursuit of self-
gain or exercising his rights.  

  Paul has a simple goal: to “win” (5x) as many souls to Christ as 
possible. This goal __________ his ministry. (Cf. Rom. 15:18-21; 
Col. 1:28-29) 

 Such a goal requires “all means” necessary including the 
urgency, intentional sacrifice, and ______________ which Paul 
models in his ministry to the Jews, Gentiles, and the “weak.”  
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The Chris an Mission is Gospel-Driven (23) 
 Everyone has something that makes them tick—something __________to 

their way of life. It informs and determines all decision-making and action.  

 When the advance of the gospel is not at the forefront of our thinking and 
decision making then something else is ____________ our hearts.  

 As Christians—products of Jesus’ work on our behalf—the gospel is 
inextricably a part of who we are. We are forever tied to the gospel as living 
testimonies of God’s power to save and transform.  

A Gospel-Driven Life is a Disciplined Life: Training Required! 
(24-27) 
 Serving God is not always _______ and __________. Cost is often necessary. 

When things get hard we tend to shy away but that’s the mentality that Paul 
warns will disqualify us from faithful _______________. (v.27) 

 A self-indulgent Christian should not expect to be ________ in serving Jesus.  

Responding to God’s Word: 
 Everyone has an ultimate motivation. There can only be one thing that is #1 

in your life—something that takes precedence over all else. Take some time 
to audit your actions over the last week. Financial purchases can be a great 
place to start. Think about what things you did and what was motivating you 
to do it. What ultimate motivation emerges?  

 Serving and sacrifice isn’t in our nature. We need God’s help in training our 
hearts to be outwardly focused. Set aside one day this week to be “on alert” 
for the needs of those you rub shoulders with and ask God how you might 
contribute. 

 There are opportunities to practice gospel-priority in our lives every day. It’s 
not always about sharing the gospel (though we should!). If we want the 
gospel to define our lives then we should be spending time and energy 
thinking and talking about it. Read your Bible often. (It tells the gospel story)       

Next Sunday: March 11, 2018 
“Warning! Be Careful What You Worship!” 

(1st Corinthians 10:1-13) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ self-gain ▪ me ▪ prize ▪ defines ▪ adaptability ▪ central ▪ ruling ▪ fun ▪ easy ▪ service ▪ effec ve 


