
Sermon Notes – March 11, 2018 
Review  
 In chapter 8, Paul begins a discussion with people who have 

“superior knowledge” about freedom in Christ, and who are 
exercising those rights without regard for others who don’t 
know what they know, or who have baggage from their past.  

 Last week we heard Paul describe how knowing Christ and 
advancing the gospel is the most important thing in life, worth 
our highest efforts & deepest sacrifice, and producing the 
greatest joy. Paul said, “I do it all for the sake of the gospel…”  

Today’s Text: I Corinthians 10:1-13 
To be human is to be a worshiper! Mar n Luther said, “Whatever 
your heart clings to and relies upon, that is your God.” In that sense, 
we all worship something or someone. In the Bible, idolatry is the 
worship of anything else other than God; or to paraphrase Luther, 
idolatry is clinging to or relying upon or placing your hope anywhere 
but on God alone. What we worship is revealed by our daily choices, 
especially how we handle our desires & appe tes. Today’s text visits 
a theme that runs like a mighty river through the en re Bible: “Be 
Careful What You Worship!”  

Worshiping False gods is a Losing Proposi on (1-11) 

 From the beginning of time, people have been in a “_________ 
____” – there is a battle for your heart, your affections, the 
object of your _____. We battle sin within, the pull of the world 
outside, and the reality of the enemy of our soul.  

 Notice the continuity with chapter 9:24-27 -- “All the runners 
run, but not all win; so also, all the Israelites experienced the 
blessings of the Exodus and divine provision, but not all made it 
to the Promised Land.” (Ciampa) This text is a ________!  

 Biblical history shows that we are more like people in Bible 
history than unlike them. Think through the stories that Paul 
references here: 

o God delivered His people in the ________ 
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o God provided for His people in the ________: Manna! Water!  

o God’s people responded by ____________ the amazing displays of 
His glory, by ___________ about His provision, and by embracing 
the immorality of the nations around them, and God _______ them!  

 The gods of the nation promise fulfillment, deliverance, power, and 
pleasure…but could not (and cannot) deliver. Make no mistake about it: 

o When we trade biblical morality for the immorality of the world, it is 
idolatry.  

o When we value _______ or achievement or ______________ over 
God, it is idolatry.  

o When we love God’s ______ more than we love God, it is idolatry. 
“God is actually kind when He demonstrates the genuineness of your 
faith by stripping everything else away. When all but God is lost, and 
you still love God, it demonstrates the certainty of your faith.”  (Burk 
& Lambert, “Transforming Homosexuality,” 91) 

Response: Therefore…BE CAREFUL What You Worship! 

(12-13) 
 In your times of ease & comfort & pleasure, yes, give thanks to God…and be 

watchful. Ease and comfort and pleasure – good gifts from God – can 
become false gods in a single beat of your sinful heart.  

 In seasons of temptation and difficulty, here too, give thanks to God…and 
be watchful! Beware lest you think you have no ________! Beware lest you 
despise God’s disciplining hand. Beware lest you covet “easier trials.”  

 Run to Christ and run to Scripture! Read Acts 14:21-22; II Corinthians 1:8-11 
& 12:7-10; Hebrews 12; James 1:2-4; I Peter 4:12-19. Beware lest you long 
for an easier path toward holiness that doesn’t include a cross.  

 Will you PRAY today for the grace to persevere in faith & obedience? 

 
Next Sunday: March 18, 2018 

“The Glory of God is Worth Everything” 
(I Corinthians 10:14-33) 
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Answer Key: ▪ worship war ▪ hope ▪ warning ▪ Exodus ▪ desert ▪ forge ng ▪ complaining ▪ judged ▪ money ▪ rela onships ▪ gi s 
▪ choices 


