
Sermon Notes – May 6, 2018 
Review  
 Back in chapter 8 we saw Paul remind the Corinthian believers 

that, “Love for others often calls for yielding our rights.” He 
wrote, “Be careful that this ‘right’ of yours does not somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak.” Great advice for today!  

 In last week’s text Paul uses the analogy of the human body to 
illustrate how God designed the church to function – as a unit, 
with each part honoring and valuing the other parts. 

Today’s Text: I Corinthians 13:1-13 
This chapter is most o en found in se ngs of romance & weddings. 
Paul’s descrip on of love is celebrated in poetry, songs, & art, even 
by a secular audience. Nevertheless, as D.A. Carson points out, “the 
first readers of this epistle read the chapter in the framework of 
what comes before & a er…” – specifically, as part of a major 
discourse on life in the body of Christ & the use of Spiritual Gi s.  

Love Is Greater Than Any “Amazing” Ability  
 Context: Paul is addressing a church that is enamored with the 

more spectacular Spiritual Gifts, a divided church in which the 
“haves” are clearly separated from the “have-nots.”  

 Paul uses hyperbole to say the same thing three times, 
emphasized by the comparison, “but have not love.” His point? 
If you don’t love people, it doesn’t matter what great ________ 
or ___________ you have. You’ve got nothing!  

 A word of exegetical caution: While this chapter makes ample 
use of “agape” as the word for love, many common statements 
like, “agape = _________” are overstated. It is better to look at 
how a word is used or described, not only how it is _________. 
Context & usage are more important than the dictionary. 

Love Is About Doing, Not Just About Feeling 
 Don’t misunderstand this: The Bible does not _________ or 

____________ feelings or emotion. We are – by God’s design – 
emotional beings. But emotion should produce action.  
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 Paul spends more time on what love is NOT than on what love IS. Part of 
that is because he is drawing a __________ with the behavior he sees in the 
church at Corinth. This text is a ________ – you could add, “like you are” 
after the negative statements and sense more clearly the power of Paul’s 
words.  

Love Endures Into Eternity 
 Some writers & preachers have made much of the different verb tenses in 

these verses to prove a point about what Spiritual Gifts are or are not in use 
today. Ciampa notes, “The different verb & voice were probably chosen for 
stylistic purposes – to add color & chiasm in a passage that is full of them.” It 
is doubtful if Paul had that issue in mind. It seems more likely that the main 
point is in verses 8 & 13, with 9-12 using four parallel movements to “paint 
the picture.”  

 Is it surprising that the immediate presence of God would be described in 
terms of intimacy, nearness, & warmth? Listen to Revelation 21:1-4 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 

 Check yourself on Paul’s love-scale. In each place the word “love” or “it” 
appears, put your name, and re-read the text. At what points do you need 
to grow the most?  

 Make no mistake: Truly loving others is costly! It is not something casual, 
something that just happens in your spare time. Let me ask: Have you ever 
been deeply and profoundly broken by the Holy Spirit at your failure to 
love…at how much you love yourself, and not others? Are you willing to 
PRAY that God would work that grace in your life?  

 Communion text: John 18:1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


