
Sermon Notes – June 10, 2018 
Review  
 Paul begins & ends his letter to the church in Corinth with a 

focus on the gospel – the person & work of Jesus! He is not 
simply teaching a moral code or teaching people to be nice; 
rather, he continually points us to Christ as our only hope for 
forgiveness by God and the resulting life-change. 

 Last week we saw three major features of the Christian Faith: It 
is a revealed faith, it is about Jesus (not simply good behavior), 
and it is a “space-time-history” faith (that is, it takes place in 
actual, verifiable human history). 

Today’s Text: I Corinthians 15:12-34 
This chapter is about resurrec on: Christ’s, and yours! It is about 
victory over death, and eternal life for those who know & trust 
Christ. It is full of theology, apologe cs, and future things. This 
chapter has huge implica ons for how we view life & death.  

Christ’s Resurrec on is LOADED with Good Things 

(12-20) 

Stated positively, Paul asserts six major results of Christ’s actual, 
bodily resurrection from the dead:  

 Christian preaching has _________ & _________. Cf. 1:17-25.  

 Your faith has a solid ____________.  

 You can trust the Bible.  

 Your sins are forgiven. Cf. Romans 4:25 

 Your loved ones who died in faith are, in fact, _____ with Christ.  

 Your faith is to be celebrated (not pitied).  

Christ Rules NOW & His Ul mate Victory is Certain 

(20-28) 

 This text is full of two major theological categories: _________ 
& __________. 
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 The celebration of “first fruits” was based on the agricultural cycle of the 
beginning of harvest with the _________ of more to come.  

 The contrast between Adam & Christ is “vintage Paul.” Cf. Romans 5:12-21 

 In a sense, this text answers the question, “What is God doing now in world 
history?” The answer is, “There’s a ________ going on, and one day, 
according to God’s timing, He will wrap it up, and history will meld into 
eternity.”  

 The final stroke of Christ’s victory will be the death of death itself. Cf. 
Revelation 20:14 

Christ’s Resurrec on has Powerful Life Implica ons 

 Paul uses four rhetorical questions to show the __________ of not believing 
in the resurrection of Christ & of the dead (12-19). The idea is that certain 
behaviors make no sense if there is no future resurrection of the dead.  

 One writer calls v. 29, “undoubtedly the most difficult verse to interpret in 
the whole letter (with over forty different interpretations).” One possible 
answer is to understand the phrase as, “those who are baptized on account 
of the witness of those who have died.” Vicarious baptism or salvation is 
never taught in Scripture. 

 The bottom line of this paragraph is, “Christ DID rise from the dead; 
therefore, any __________ I make as I follow Him is profoundly worth it all.”  

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 The Bible speaks of death as an enemy. Yes, a conquered enemy, but an 

enemy nonetheless. So, we are right to grieve when we feel death’s sting. 
We do not grieve as those without hope…but we grieve.  

 At the very same time, because Christ conquered death, I as a follower of 
Jesus do not need to fear death. Christ has gone before me through death 
into life, and He will see me through death into eternal life as well.  

 

Next Sunday: Father’s Day, June 17, 2018 
“What Resurrec on Means for You” 
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Answer Key: ▪ purpose ▪ power ▪ founda on ▪ safe ▪ already ▪ not yet ▪ promise ▪ ba le ▪ absurdity ▪ sacrifice ▪   


