
Sermon Notes – August 12, 2018 
Review  
 The Ten Commandments are not simply rules; they are an 

expression of God’s character & God’s heart for His people.  
 In our study of the Old Testament & the Ten Commandments 

we have differen ated between the Ceremonial Law (like the 
sacrifices), the Civil Law (rules for Israel as a na on), and the 
Moral Law (for all people in all places at all mes).  

 Last week we saw that obeying the sixth commandment – “You 
shall not murder” – includes valuing people, refraining from 
sinful anger, and doing good for others. 

Three Purposes for God’s Moral Law 
Theologians o en speak about three ways that God uses His law:  
1. To reflect what God is like and, in great contrast, what we are 

like. God is perfect, and we are not. The law is a _____________ 
or tutor who drives us to Christ (Gala ans 3:24).  

2. To restrain evil. While the law cannot change the human heart, 
it can serve as a __________, a line in the sand, a no ce of 
possible human punishment and of certain divine judgment.  

3. To teach us what is pleasing to God. The law teaches _________ 
people how they should live to please God. Christ redeems us 
from the curse of the law, not from our obliga on to obey it.  

What Exactly Did You Promise? Commandment #7 

Exodus 20:14 and Matthew 5:27-30 

 There is little argument about how to translate the words of the 
seventh commandment – the problems come as we seek to 
obey it. Let’s state the obvious: Sexual behavior outside of 
marriage between a husband & a wife is sinful; don’t do it!  

 Jesus identifies what God had in mind the whole time – purity 
of _____ AND purity of ______. Jesus calls for decisive action in 
our battle against sin. We too quickly say, “_______________” 
(I Corinthians 9:27; I Thessalonians 4:3-8).  

The Value of Keeping Your Prom
ises 
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 The Seventh Commandment is not ONLY about refraining from illicit sexual 
behavior; it is about holiness in our __________, our affections, our dreams, 
our loyalties, and our ________.  

 Once again, we are woeful ______________, seeking to lower or “redefine” 
God’s command so we can “obey” it.  

o What does it really mean to “look”? 

o I’m not really lusting; I’m only appreciating beauty.  

o If my husband actually looked like that…well… (Genesis 39:6-7) 

o Oh yes, I honor my marriage; I’d never do what those people do… 
but my husband/wife is such a/an ______________ that I could just 
scream.  

Implications & Response 
 So, if you are married, what exactly did you promise? Without minimizing 

sexual fidelity, may I say, we often forget that when we got married we 
promised a LOT more than that. What else DID you promise? Do you 
remember? (Do “love, honor, & cherish” ring a bell?)  

 In our first sermon on the Ten Commandments we mentioned a key rule of 
Bible interpretation: “When something is prohibited, the ____________ is 
encouraged.” Avoiding sexual sin is important, but honoring marriage 
means more than that. 

 In addition to acts of infidelity, marriages are also damaged by the 
following: ungratefulness, constant busyness, careless words, lack of 
affection, disrespect, threats, anger, nagging, negativity, financial 
foolishness, selfishness, laziness, control issues, lack of forgiveness… 

 In contrast, marriages are built up by gratefulness, time together, 
appropriate affection, trust, truthfulness, affirmation, self-sacrifice & self-
denial, genuine apologies & true forgiveness, graciousness, kind words, 
partnership, acceptance…all of which points us to Jesus & the gospel!  

 Learn a lesson from the humble campfire… 
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Answer Key: ▪ schoolmaster ▪ warning ▪ redeemed ▪ life ▪ heart ▪ I’m only human ▪ thoughts ▪ speech ▪ reduc onists ▪ 
_____________ ▪ opposite  


