
Sermon Notes – September 23, 2018 
Review 
 Welcome to a study of Ma hew’s gospel! Ma hew – also called 

Levi – was a first-century follower of Christ. He’d been a tax-
collector in his earlier life, making him a much-hated man on a 
Jewish social level because he was a collaborator with Rome. 

 Ma hew presents Jesus as “the Christ” – the anointed One, the 
long-awaited & o en-promised Messiah, and as “the Son of 
David” – the Davidic King promised in II Samuel 7.  

 Ma hew’s target audience appears to be the Jewish crowd as 
evidenced by his frequent quota ons from Hebrew Scripture 
(the OT) and his use of the much-an cipated “Kingdom” story 
line.  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 1:18-2:23 
This sec on of Ma hew’s story of Jesus is largely familiar material 
because of its frequent use at Christmas season. Our focus today 
will be on the heartbreak & pain that surround the birth of Jesus, 
and on the early pa ern that Ma hew establishes of appealing to 
both exact fulfillments of OT prophe c texts, and similari es to 
familiar OT stories.  

“Welcome to Our (Messed Up) World!” 

READ Matthew 1:18-2:23 

 _________ 

Jesus is born to an _______ mother whose story of a meeting 
with an angel is hard for Joseph to handle (1:19-25) and even 
harder for LOTS of others to believe…or forget (John 8:39-41). 
Can you imagine explaining it to your parents if you were Mary 
or Joseph?  

 __________  

The magi travel a LONG way in search of the new-born king. 
Their presence __________ King Herod (an insecure, sick, 
paranoid, and murderous man) who is not about to share his 
shaky power with anyone. Herod lies to the magi and pretends 
to be a _______________________ person. Imagine that!  
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 ________ and _______ 

When Herod finds out that the magi have fooled him, he vents his rage by 
the “killing of the innocents” (as history calls it). To the casual observer, the 
awfulness makes absolutely ____________.  

Do You Hear the Music? (Matthew’s repeated themes) 
 Some of the prophecies that Matthew highlights are ________ fulfillments. 

For example, Mary is presented as the one about whom Isaiah is speaking 
(1:23 & Isaiah 7:14), and Bethlehem is specifically mentioned in Micah 5:2 as 
the birthplace of a great ruler/shepherd (“This is THAT”).  

 Others of Matthew’s prophesies establish _____________ between Jesus 
and the nation of Israel (“This story is like THAT story”), such as the trip to 
Egypt and back (Hosea 11:1), and the weeping in Ramah, the burial place of 
Rachel (Jeremiah 31:15). The small town of Ramah was used as a gathering 
place for Jewish captives as they were taken to Babylon, and Matthew says, 
“The stories are similar. Do you see it?” 

 In fulfillment of the ___________ Covenant (1:1), the Jewish Messiah brings 
blessing to the _________! Appropriately, by God’s leading, non-Jewish 
magi come as early worshipers of the Savior of this broken world.  

 

 

Response to God’s Word 
 Jesus did not avoid the messiness & brokenness of this world; He entered 

this world of scandal, deception, and tears. Jesus was called “a Nazarene” 
(read – the town of “the branch” (neser) or “bad part of town” because of 
its broad mix of Jews & Gentiles).  

 READ Philippians 2:5-11 & think about this:  

o When Jesus asks you to humble yourself… 

 

o When Jesus asks you to serve ungrateful people… 

 

 Jesus doesn’t run from messed up people. He runs TO them…people like 
you and people like me. Kind of like the father of the Prodigal on when he 
runs to meet his wayward son upon his return. 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
And we’re BACK! Welcome to our Fall Session of Community Groups. Take me 
as a group to get acquainted – or re-acquainted! Who’s in the group? What’s 
new with you all? How was summer? Be brief…but hear from everyone.  

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read the text (Ma hew 1:18-2:23) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about? 
 
 
2. As we begin a months-long study of the gospel of Ma hew, are there things 

you’re looking forward to studying & talking about? Are there themes that 
you’ve heard introduced that you’re interested in exploring?  

 
 
3. Sunday’s text presents many elements of the tradi onal Christmas story. 

Were there some parts of the story that you “heard again for the first me,” 
or where you heard something different or in a new way?  

 
 
 
 
4. Why do you think that God chose such humble people and humble 

surroundings for Jesus’ birth? Nothing wrong with a palace or a li le 
comfort is there?  
 
 
 

5. The story of Jesus’ coming is amazing – the Son of God comes from heaven 
to be our Savior from sin, and we LOVE the Christmas story – and yet 
Ma hew 1 & 2 are full of scandal, deceit, betrayal, cruelty, & tears. How can 
this be? 

 
 

 
 

 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
6. When you experience or hear about painful life events, how do you process 

that with God? Do you wonder about His purposes? Do you tend to doubt 
His wisdom or ability to prevent wrong? And are there parts of the Bible you 
turn to for encouragement & direc on?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday: September 30, 2018 
“He’s the King, I Tell You” 

(Ma hew 3:1-17) 
Pastor Jay Mosser  

Answer Key: ▪ Scandal ▪ unwed ▪ Decep on ▪ irritates ▪ spiritually minded ▪ Cruelty ▪ Tears ▪ no sense ▪ exact ▪ 
similari es ▪ Abrahamic ▪ na ons 



 

 

 


