
Sermon Notes – September 30, 2018 
Review 
 Ma hew presents Jesus as “the Christ” – the anointed One, the 

long-awaited & o en-promised Messiah, and as “the Son of 
David” – the Davidic King promised in II Samuel 7.  

 We no ced in last week’s text how eager Ma hew is to 
reinforce what he says about Jesus with OT Scripture. Some of 
the prophecies Ma hew explains are exact fulfillments of OT 
Scripture; others present similari es to OT stories.  

 In our study last week we also appreciated how Jesus entered 
our very broken world, a world full of scandal, decep on, 
cruelty, & tears, to rescue & redeem all who trust Him.  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 3:1-17 
All four gospels reference the ministry of John the Bap st in 
preparing the way for Jesus. In today’s text we meet this fiery and 
unique man, we hear him preach, and we walk with him into the 
Jordan River as he bap zes Jesus to the applause of heaven.   

Repentance is a Prerequisite for God’s Kingdom 

READ Matthew 3:1-12 

 Who was John the Baptist & what was his mission?  

o The OT closes with a striking promise of a coming 
“________” (Malachi 4:5-6). John quotes Isaiah 40:3-5 
as referenced in all four gospels, describing his mission.  

o John’s mission was to prepare the way for Jesus by 
calling people to repentance, announcing His arrival, 
and ____________ His ministry (see 11:2-19). 

 What is “The Kingdom of Heaven” & how is it “at hand”? 

o God promises in the Davidic Covenant a coming 
“_________ King” in the line of David (II Samuel 7).  

o The prophet Isaiah outlines the ____________ in the 
coming kingdom (Isaiah 65:17-25).  
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o The prophet Daniel describes a coming kingdom that will arrive 
suddenly and __________ all earthly competitors (Daniel 2 & 7). 

o This coming, literal kingdom was anticipated by Jewish people living 
in Jesus’ day: 

 Mark 11:10 – “Blessed is the coming kingdom…” 

 Acts 1:6 – “Will you at this time restore the kingdom…” 

o Summary: There is a literal kingdom yet coming; as the King of the 
kingdom, Jesus brought the kingdom “near” and there were & are 
“__________” or “in-breakings” of that future kingdom.  

 What is the required “repentance” & what does it look like? (8-9) 

o It is setting aside ____________ in my credentials, heritage, or good 
works, and trusting God’s provision for my salvation in Christ alone.  

o It is acknowledging & grieving my proud ___________ against God. 

o It is an ongoing change of mind & life direction. 

The First-Coming of the KING  
READ Matthew 3:13-17 

 Jesus’ baptism helped John ____________ Him as Messiah (John 1:29-34). 

 Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of His formal ministry that involved 
teaching, performing signs that would validate His identity, all culminating in 
His redemptive death on the cross & resurrection from the dead.  

 Jesus’ ministry involves _______ comings – the first for redemption, the 
second for judgment & restoration. See Luke 4:14-21 and John 14:3.  

 Please note: The “Rapture of the Church” is not the same as “the Second 
Coming of Jesus.” The first involves our meeting Him “in the clouds,” and 
the second involves Jesus coming literally to the earth (Zechariah 14:4; 
Revelation 19:16 – “King of kings & Lord of lords”).  

 

Response to God’s Word 
  Jesus Christ IS the King! He deserves your trust, your loyalty, & your 

obedience. John the Baptist said, “He must become greater & greater and I 
must become less & less.”  

 Are you trusting Jesus as your Savior from sin? Will you serve Him with your 
life?  



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
October is here! Do you have any fall rituals that you enjoy? Walking in the 
leaves? A pumpkin la e? What makes fall special for you?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read the text (Ma hew 3:1-17) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about? 
 
 
2. John the Bap st was quite a guy! He had a fiery personality, he was 

controversial & confron ve in preaching style, and ended up dying a violent 
death (Ma hew 14:10). If you could have coffee with this guy, what kind of 
ques ons would you ask him?  

 
 
3. Try to picture the bap sm scene that Ma hew describes. Why did the 

Pharisees & Sadducees show up? Where do you picture them standing? 
How do you think people reacted to them being there? When John 
confronted them, how do you think the common people responded?  

 
 
 
4. Repentance is a very familiar biblical theme. It’s a regular feature in the 

preaching of the Apostles (see Acts 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 8:22; 17:30; 26:20). 
Why is repentance talked about so much, and why is it so hard to DO?  
 
 
 
 

5. What did you hear about the “Kingdom” on Sunday that caught your 
a en on? What ques ons did that term bring to your mind?  

 
 

 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
6. John 3:25-30 tells a story from the life of John the Bap st. As me went on, 

more people were going to Jesus, and fewer & fewer were going to John – 
and John was okay with that.  
 
THINK: In what way is John’s mission similar to ours? In what ways is John’s 
mission different from ours?  
 
PROJECT: Write out a brief prayer for your life based on John 3:30.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Communion Worship: October 7, 2018 
“Tempted in All Things As We Are” 

(Ma hew 4:1-11) 
Pastor Tyler Pease  

Answer Key: ▪ Elijah ▪ valida ng ▪ forever ▪ condi ons ▪ conquer ▪ whispers ▪ confidence ▪ rebellion ▪ recognize 
▪ two ▪  

 


