
Sermon Notes – October 7, 2018 
Review 
 Ma hew presents Jesus as “the Christ” – the anointed One, the 

long-awaited & o en-promised Messiah, and as “the Son of 
David” – the Davidic King promised in II Samuel 7.  

 Last week, we saw there is a literal kingdom yet coming; as the 
King of the kingdom, Jesus brought the kingdom “near” and 
there were & are “whispers” or “in-breakings” of that future 
kingdom. 

 In Jesus’ bap sm he was recognized him as the King who 
deserves your trust, your loyalty, & your obedience.  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 4:1-11 
Today’s passage takes a sharp turn from last week. Following the 
emo onal high of Jesus’ bap sm and the Spirit descending on Him, 
Jesus is led to the wilderness for a season of weakness and 
adversity.   
 

This is a Ba le of Kingdoms 
 Jesus’ temptation demonstrates his rightful places as the true 

Son of God, the King of Israel, and hope of all mankind by 
__________ _______.  

 We are introduced to the real adversary. Satan is not a symbolic 
representation of evil, but rather is an intelligent, powerful 
______________ who operates today. 

 The two kingdoms cannot co-exist. Establishing God’s kingdom 
means the destruction of Satan’s Kingdom and Satan’s Kingdom 
will _____ ______!  

 

The Tempta ons 
 The First Temptation – Turn rocks into bread. Tempted to do 

something good with the wrong _______ or at the wrong ____.  

o Jesus’ Response: Deuteronomy 8:3 
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 The Second Temptation – Test God’s protection. Tempted to doubt God’s 
_______ and word.  

o Jesus’ Response: Deuteronomy 6:16 

 The Third Temptation – Take a shortcut. Tempted to gain _____ apart from 
God.  

o Jesus’ Response: Deuteronomy 6:13-14 

Responding to God’s Word  
 Overcoming temptation is an act of kingdom ___________. When we 

overcome temptation, God’s kingdom is known and seen. When we fail, 
Satan’s kingdom advances. 

 Overcoming temptation requires that I trust God’s goodness.  

 Overcoming temptation requires that I know God’s Will and his ______ 

 God Gives us what we need to resist. When we resist, Satan will flee but 
when we give in temptations get stronger! (James 4:7) 

 

Responding to God’s Word in Communion 
Jesus isn’t just our example of how to fight tempta on, he is the one in whom 
we find the power and confidence to resist the devil.  
 
Let’s look at Hebrews 4:14-16: 
 

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne 
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in me of 
need.  

 
Who I am in Jesus gives me the confidence I need when Satan asks, “Are you 
really God’s child?” Communion gives us powerful imagery to remind us of our 
security and of God’s faithfulness.  
 

 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
These early weeks of a Community Group involve mee ng new people and 
building on exis ng friendships. How about this: Invite a few willing individuals 
to complete this sentence — “Something you don’t know about me is…” Have 
fun with that! 
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read the text (Ma hew 4:1-11) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about? 
 
 
 
 
2. Talk through each of the three tempta ons. Even though Jesus was tempted 

in ways that we aren’t (at least, I’ve never been tempted to turn rocks into 
bread) what aspects of these tempta ons are universal to us?  
 
 
 
 

3. People commonly make two opposite but equally dangerous mistakes. They 
focus too much on Satan or they focus too li le on Satan. What are the 
dangers of each? Consider 1 Peter 5:8-9 as you answer. 
 
 
 

4. Based on what we talked about Sunday, why should we expect resistance 
from Satan when God’s Kingdom advances?   
 

 
 

 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
5. Re-read Hebrews 4:14-16. In what ways is Jesus the example for figh ng 

tempta on? Why is it important to not treat Him just as an example but 
also to see our rela onship with Him as necessary in figh ng tempta on?  

 
 
 
 
 
6. Resis ng tempta on isn’t just an individual concern but also has Kingdom 

impact. When we are obedient to God we see “whispers” or “in-breakings” 
of that future kingdom in our families, workplaces, and society. I gave the 
example of Joni and Friends Camp. Can you think of examples you’ve seen 
in your own life? 
 
 
Are there areas in your life you are being tempted? Do the following mental 
exercise: How would Satan’s kingdom celebrate and gain foo ng if you gave 
in? How would God’s Kingdom be seen if you chose obedience instead?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday: October 14, 2018 
“What Does It Mean to Follow?” 

(Ma hew 4:12-25) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ reenac ng history  ▪  spirit-being  ▪  push back  ▪  mo ve  ▪  me  ▪  love  ▪  glory  ▪  rebellion  ▪  Word 

 


