
Sermon Notes – October 28, 2018 
Review: 
 Matthew presents Jesus as “the Christ” – the anointed One, the 

long-awaited & often-promised Messiah, and as “the Son of 
David” – the Davidic King promised in II Samuel 7. This gospel 
account is loaded with references to OT Scripture! 

 Last week, Pastor Jay introduced the “Sermon on the Mount” in 
Matthew as likely a summary of a longer discourse that is still 
for us today. While it’s fullest realization will only take place in 
God’s future kingdom, in Christ we have a foretaste of that 
kingdom. 

 This summer, in our series on the 10 commandments, we 
learned that a major purpose of God’s moral law is to reveal our 
sinful hearts and point us to Christ. Our need for Christ is seen 
in our apprehension of God’s holy standard and how we have 
broken it.  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 5:13-48 
Today’s text con nues Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount.” He will 
directly challenge the popular religious thinking of His day. 
Some mes, like the Pharisees, we think that we bring something to 
the table when it comes to our salva on and righteousness. Jesus 
makes it clear: human “righteousness” simply isn’t enough. We 
need a righteousness that is not our own. We need a Savior.   

Salt, Light, and Law 
 It is ___________ Christian conduct that enables one to be salt 

and light.  Note: the mention of light implies a dark world. 

 For the original Jewish audience, all this talk of Salt and Light 
would inevitably bring thoughts of the _____ to mind. The law 
of Moses was the total guide to all aspects of Jewish life before 
God but it had become severely _____________________.    

 Jesus’ relationship with the law would be questioned at every 
turn of His ministry as skeptics sought to trap Him into 
denouncing or breaking it.  
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The Law: Misunderstood & Misapplied 
 The law was given to __________ people so they might have a way to be in 

relationship with a Holy God. Such ordinance was _______________. Jesus’ 
arrival on the scene signifies the beginning of the end for that provisional 
order. 

 The “righteousness” of the scribes and Pharisees was self-proclaimed on the 
basis of strict adherence to the mosaic law. Their confidence was 
completely on ___________ effort and ability.  

 The heart and purpose of God’s law became lost. Relational dependence on 
God was replaced with ______-_______________. Humble recognition of 
sinfulness replaced with ______-_________. Longing for the Messiah 
replaced with ______-_______________________.  

Righteousness Una ainable (The Impossible Made 
Possible) 
 In Matthew 19:24-26, the disciples become “greatly astonished” at the high 

barrier of entry into the kingdom and wonder “who then can be saved?” 

 The righteousness required for our entering the kingdom of heaven cannot 
be attained. It can only be ____________.  

 Jesus, in His life of complete obedience to the Father’s will (even to the 
point of death), is the authoritative source of the righteousness that we 
need for salvation. He is the Savior—the only One who can make the 
impossible possible. 

Responding to God’s Word: 
 We must recognize our own inadequacy to solve our problems and save 

ourselves. Are you “greatly astonished” like the disciples at the impossibility 
of being your own savior or do you prefer to rely on your own deeds?   

 We’re quick to forget our need for Christ. What disciplines can you start 
practicing to be reminded of your constant need for Jesus? 

 Do not take lightly your responsibility as a follower of Jesus to be salt and 
light. But to shine before others you must be connected with the Light. 
Abide in the Vine and you will bear fruit (John 15:4). What are practical 
steps you can take to “abide” in Jesus? (Hint: He reveals Himself in His 
Word) 

 



Community Group – October 28, 2018 
Ge ng Started 
It’s candy corn season! Everyone has an opinion on those bizarre li le guys but 
let’s be honest, whether you like them or not, they ARE bizarre. What is the 
most bizarre or exo c food that you’ve ever eaten? 
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read last week’s text and this week’s 

text together: Ma hew 5:13-48, and review the main sermon points from 
your notes. What was it about? 

 
 
 
2.  Jesus’ statement in verse 17 is a key verse in how we understand Jesus’ 

rela onship with the Old Testament law. This statement is unique to 
Ma hew’s gospel account (remember he writes to a predominately Jewish 
audience).  On Sunday, we did not have me to discuss the ways in which 
Jesus “fulfills” the law.  What are some possible ways?  

 
 
 
3. A er reading this text you would be hard-pressed to argue that Jesus had a 

low view of the law. Yet the Pharisees con nued to press Jesus on this issue. 
Why do you think that is? And why do you think, as “experts” of the law, 
they did not recognize Jesus as the Messiah? 

 
 
 
4. The concept of “righteousness” was central to this week’s sermon. Compare 

the “righteousness” of the scribes and Pharisees with the righteousness that 
the kingdom of heaven requires. What aspects separate one from the 
other? How would you define true righteousness? 

 
 
 
 

Taking It Further & Taking it Home 
5. Read Paul’s words in Romans 3:9-26. How does this passage enhance your 

understanding of the law and Jesus’ righteousness, as it relates to a sinner’s 
jus fica on before God?  

 
6. Do you have co-workers/neighbors/friends who don’t know Jesus as their 

Savior? How could you use this week’s passage to share the gospel with 
someone? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 

Next Sunday: November 4, 2018 
“What Does Real Faith Look Like?” 

(Ma hew 6:1-34) 
Pastor Tyler Pease 

Answer Key: ▪ visible ▪ law ▪ misunderstood ▪ unholy ▪ temporary ▪ human ▪ self-reliance ▪ self-praise ▪ self-contentedness ▪ 
given  


