
Sermon Notes – November 11, 2018
Review
 Matthew presents Jesus as “the Christ” – the anointed One, the long-

awaited & often-promised Messiah, and as “the Son of David” – the Davidic 
King promised in II Samuel 7. 

 Two weeks ago, Ben McCardell led us in a study of Matthew 5 where we 
saw that people often misunderstand God’s law, seeking to earn 
righteousness by doing good. Ultimately, no one can be good enough to 
earn God’s favor – which is why we need Jesus to be our Savior. 

 Last week with Pastor Tyler we heard Jesus address common spiritual 
disciplines, emphasizing the importance of having our hearts right with God 
instead of merely going through outward motions.

Today’s Text: Matthew 7:1-12
Today is our fourth visit to “The Sermon on the Mount.” We’ve seen that this 
sermon as presented by Matthew is likely a summery of a longer discourse, 
possibly 
even a 

distillation of similar sermons preached in different settings. Luke’s gospel 
presents part of this sermon in chapter six. Our text today has humility as a 
unifying theme. (Cf. books by Mahaney & Keller)

Followers of Jesus SHOULD Be Humble (1-5)
READ Matthew 7:1-12

 What did Jesus mean when He said, “Do not judge?” 

o Don’t rush to judgment. Don’t have a judgmental spirit. In pride, we 
are often too quick to notice flaws or sin in others. We are often too 
quick to _________. 

o Check your own heart before you address others.

o Know the difference between _____ things & _______ things and 
be willing to let the _______ things go. 

  What did Jesus NOT mean?

o He did NOT mean that right & wrong don’t matter or that right & 
wrong are simply ___________ categories.  
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o He did NOT mean that sin shouldn’t be _____________. 

o He did NOT mean that ALL judgment should be set aside. Cf. 
Matthew 7:15-20; I Corinthians 5:1-13; Galatians 2:11-14

Followers of Jesus SHOULD Be Discerning (6) (Cf. 
Challies, 81-86)
The phrase Jesus uses is like a proverb, using two parallel statements to say the 
same thing.
 Discernment means that we recognize what things are truly __________, 

and we treat them as such. 

 Discernment means that we recognize the _______________ of failing to 
protect valuable things. 

 Discernment and humility are _________, not __________. We can practice 
true, biblical discernment with a heart-attitude of humility that stands 
unequivocally on God’s Word and still treats other people with respect. 

Followers of Jesus SHOULD Be Prayerful (7-12)

One way that humility is manifested is by a prayerful life; a prayer-less life is an 
evidence of _______ (“I’ve got this…I really don’t need God’s help or wisdom.”) 
 “Ask…Seek…Knock” are all reflections of our need; they put us in a right 

relationship to God, the one in need coming to the wise Father who has the 
____________ & _________ to meet our needs. 

 Jesus is quick to point out that a wise & gracious Father gives things that are 
_____________ to His children – not necessarily what we ask for. Have you 
ever asked for something that was not truly in your ultimate best interest? 
(Piper, sermon notes)

Response to God’s Word
 The opposite of humility is pride, and pride is one of the greatest enemies of 

your soul. Pride is what makes you so sure that you’re right. Pride is what 
makes you think you’re better or smarter or even more humble than people 
around you. 

QUESTION: Ask God to show you an area in which pride is right now messing 
up your life, and then ask God for the grace to repent of that today. 

 Humility is cultivated through the gospel. Truly understanding the cross of 
Jesus will draw your heart toward humility like nothing else. “When I survey 
the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, my richest gain I count 
but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.”  (Also, Stott, COC, 12)



Community Group Notes
Getting Started
This is our last meeting until after the holidays. What are you looking forward to 
about the coming weeks? What are you NOT looking forward to? 

Talking It Through 
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read the text (Matthew 7:1-12) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about?

2. Okay, let’s get after it: When you think about a “proud person,” what things 
come to your mind? (Remember the guy in Luke 18:9-14?)  Why is a 
discussion of pride & humility so difficult? What makes pride in ourselves so 
difficult to discern & even more difficult to fight against? 

3. Jesus says, “Judge not, that you be not judged.” From the sermon on 
Sunday, what IS Jesus saying and what is He NOT saying? Why is this text 
such a favorite for many people today, even in popular culture? 

4. Think about biblical discernment for a moment: Name some areas in which 
biblical discernment is needed today, and how do we practice it in true 
humility?

5. We said on Sunday that, “One way that humility is manifested is by a 
prayerful life; a prayer-less life is an evidence of pride.” How have you found 
that to be true in your life? How does prayer foster humility? 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home



6. In Romans 12:3 Paul describes a way that we should think about ourselves. 
How does this verse describe true humility? 

7. Tim Keller suggests that humility isn’t so much about “thinking less of 
yourself, but about thinking of yourself less.” In what areas of your life do 
you need to work on this, & how would it change your life if you began to 
actually “think of yourself less”? 

Time to PRAY
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time)
Take time to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs.

Next Sunday Worship: November 18, 2018
“Thankful for Daily Grace”

(Exodus 16)
Pastor Jay Mosser

Answer Key: ▪ assume ▪ big…small…small ▪ personal ▪ confronted ▪ valuable ▪ consequences ▪ friends ▪ 
enemies ▪ pride ▪ resources ▪ ability ▪ truly good 


