
Sermon Notes – January 6, 2019 
Review 
 Ma hew presents Jesus as “the Christ” – the anointed One, the 

long-awaited & o en-promised Messiah, and as “the Son of 
David” – the Davidic King promised in II Samuel 7.  

 Last week with Ma  Richey, we saw that in the ministry of Jesus 
there is a preview of a renewed crea on and restored humanity 
that will only have its full realiza on in Christ’s future reign.  

 In last week’s text, we also heard the amazement of those early 
disciples – “Even winds and sea obey Him.” Imagine such 
power! 

Today’s Text: Ma hew 9:1-34 
Ma hew 8 & 9 form a unit that is designed to emphasize the 
___________ and __________ of Jesus. As compared to other 
gospel accounts, Ma hew streamlines details in order to help the 
reader focus on his primary theme. Remember that all through this 
gospel account Ma hew is preparing us for 28:18-20!  

Jesus Has Authority to Forgive Sins (1-8) 

 Jesus Himself tells the reason for this story: “So that you may 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 
sins.” 

 Other gospel accounts record the _____________ of the 
situation (Mark 2:2-12; Luke 5:17-26); Matthew’s focus is 
decidedly Christological – Who but God can forgive sins? (Mark 
2:7) Who but God knows the thoughts & intentions of human 
hearts? 

Jesus Has Authority to Command Obedience (9-13)  

 Matthew tells the story of his own call to follow Jesus; but the 
focus is on Christ, not on him.  

 NOTE: Matthew doesn’t feel the need either to __________ his 
past by glossing over his association with “tax-collectors & 
sinners” or to _______ in those details; rather, his emphasis is 
on Christ and His mercy!  
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 Jesus commands Matthew to follow; He doesn’t _________ or suggest or 
_____________…He commands! It was for Matthew to either obey or to 
disobey. See I Timothy 1:1 & 12; 2:7 

Jesus Has Authority to Make All Things New (14-34) 

 Do you remember what Jesus says in Revelation 21:5? As we saw in our 
study last week, Jesus’ great acts of healing in this narrative are a preview of 
what His future reign – and all eternity – will be like!  

 Jesus makes all things new! (14-17) 

 Jesus restores the unclean and raises the dead (18-26). 

 Jesus gives sight to the blind (27-31) and overcomes the work of Satan (32-
34). 

 

 

 

 

Response to God’s Word Through Communion 
Two words to think about today – “_________” and “____________”; all the 
people in today’s text know their need and they willingly come to Christ for His 
healing touch. There is a common thread of true despera on. If they hadn’t 
known their need, they wouldn’t have come.  
 
 If you don’t see a physical sickness as all that bad, then you don’t need 

much of a healer, and you aren’t very thankful when you’re well again. 

 If you don’t see your sinfulness as all that bad, then you don’t need much of 
a Savior, and you aren’t very thankful when you’re forgiven.    

 

Text for focus today: Matthew 9:13 

 
 
 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
So how were your holidays? What things did you enjoy? Were there some 
disappointments that you’re willing to share about? For what things are you 
grateful?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the en re text (Ma hew 9:34) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about? 
 
 
2. BIG discussion here: We men oned on Sunday that Ma hew 8 & 9 

emphasize the authority and iden ty of Jesus. In what ways does Ma hew 
underscore each of these areas? In what spheres do we see Jesus’ authority 
in ac on, and what difference does that make to you?  How is His iden ty 
revealed?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. According to 9:8, the crowds were “afraid” – not simply respec ul or in awe. 

Why is this an appropriate reac on to what they had just seen? What things 
might have gone through your mind if you’d been present?  
  

 
 
 
4. Think about the story of Jesus & His disciples ea ng with the “tax-collectors 

& sinners.” What do you think this experience is like for Jesus’ disciples? 
Why do you think the religious leaders respond as they do? 

 
 
 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
5. The woman who is healed in v. 22 has been suffering for twelve years. Think 

of that! Over a decade of doctors, embarrassing social implica ons, and 
constant discomfort. Think about the similari es between this story and the 
man born blind as described in John 9. Jesus gives an explana on in John 9:2 
– is it helpful here in Ma hew 9? Or not? How do you react when God 
doesn’t answer your urgent requests right away?  
 
 

6. Ge ng personal: Is there an area, either public or private, that you’ve been 
praying about or longing for change, and so far, God has not answered. How 
might this en re study today inform your prayers?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: January 13, 2019 
“True Compassion = Truth + Service” 

(Ma hew 9:35-10:42) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ authority ▪ iden ty ▪ despera on ▪ minimize ▪ glory ▪ invite ▪ recommend ▪ Guilty ▪ Forgiven ▪  

 

 


