
Sermon Notes – January 27, 2019 
Review 
 Ma hew 11-13 are “held together by the rising de of 

disappointment in and opposi on to the kingdom of God that 
was resul ng from Jesus’ ministry. He was not turning out to be 
the kind of Messiah the people had expected” (D.A. Carson) 

 Last week, we saw the need to repent from unrealis c 
expecta ons of God. We need to be careful of expec ng God to 
be something and do things that He never promises to be and 
do.  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 12:1-21 
This text con nues the growing hos lity to the Kingdom. The 
religious leaders move from a stance of disagreement to that of 
outright opposi on. This opposi on comes in the form of 
accusa ons that Jesus is a law-breaker.   

Jesus’ _____ vs the Pharisee’s ____ (1-8) 

 As Jesus is accused, He doesn’t try to ______ the situation or 
_________ pressure on Himself. Jesus exposes the Pharisee’s 
theological misunderstandings and the burden they place on 
people. True rest is found in Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath. 

 Jesus points to David to demonstrate that David was not 
condemned for breaking the Law because the Law is not at odds 
with mercy (1 Samuel 21:1-6; 22:9-23). This argument only 
makes sense if Jesus is greater than _________.  

 Jesus points to the Priests who violated the Sabbath for the 
sake of temple service (Numbers 28:9-10). The Law is not at 
odds with serving God. This argument only makes sense if Jesus 
is greater than the _________.  

 Jesus points to the prophets to show that the Pharisees were 
just as ignorant of God as those who were exiled. This argument 
only makes sense if Jesus is greater than the _________.  

 Jesus helps us to remember that God’s mercy underlies the 
entire Law. How do we view God’s rules in our lives?  
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 The Lord of the Sabbath Demonstrates His Authority (9-14) 

 The Pharisees set a trap for Jesus. They know his theology and want to catch 
him directly in the act. Note the irony: People who would make exceptions 
for the sake of __________________ won’t do so for the sake of a human.  

 As Jesus heals the man, he is both demonstrating the correct interpretation 
of the Law and verifying His right to ______________ the Law.  

 There is no doubt about who Jesus is claiming to be. The Pharisees did not 
seek death for __________ ____________. The reason they sought to 
destroy Jesus is because His claim to have messianic authority was heretical 
in their eyes.   

 Even in the face of miraculous signs the Pharisees refused to follow Jesus 
because He did not fit their values and expectations. What do you do if 
Jesus doesn’t fit your values and expectations?  

In Christ, Mercy and Jus ce are Friends (15-21) 
 Why does Jesus withdraw? Expectations are still an issue. The people want a 

messiah that will bring about the restoration of Israel.  

 As Lord of the Sabbath, Jesus embodies mercy. We see the heart of the 
King. Unlike human rulers, Jesus’ __________ doesn’t come at the expense 
of people.  

 What does it mean to be a part of the Kingdom? It means ________ matter 
to God! It also means that we need to reflect the King’s values. How do we 
demonstrate mercy to the “bruised reeds and smoldering sticks”?  

Response to God’s Word 
 If you follow the Lord of the Sabbath, do you reflect his principles? Is mercy 

evident in your life? 

 How does our view of community change when we see Sabbath principles 
being more than a call for individual rest? What are the marks of a 
community that follows the Lord of the Sabbath?  

 What is your response to the Lord of the Sabbath? Does Jesus have 
authority in your life to interpret values and priori es? What do you do 
when cultural values are at odds with Jesus? 
 

 
 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Have you ever worked for someone who used people as a means to an end? 
What was your most difficult experience with a merciless leader?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the en re text (Ma hew 11:25-

12:21) and review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it 
about? 

 
 
 
2. As Jesus calls people to find rest in Him, what does He mean? What kind of 

rest is He promising? What is He not promising?  
 
 
 
 
3. Contrast the Pharisee’s approach to the Law with Jesus’ approach. What 

was burdensome about the Pharisee’s approach? Can you think of modern 
examples that create similar burdens?  
  

 
 
 
4. Walk through Jesus’ response to the Pharisees. What three OT passages 

does He reference and what points is He making?  Why would these 
responses increase the Pharisee’s opposi on to Jesus?  
 
 

  

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
5. The Pharisees sought to destroy Jesus even a er seeing His miraculous sign. 

Why do you think a miracle wasn’t enough to convert them? Do you ever 
find yourself wishing that God would reveal himself more directly to our 
culture, maybe through a miraculous sign that everyone could see? Do you 
think our culture would respond differently than the Pharisees?   

 
 
 
 
6. What cultural values are at odds with Jesus today? Just as the Pharisees did 

not want Jesus to interpret the Law, what are some ways people avoid 
Jesus’ values today? How does one go about knowing Jesus’ values?  

 
 
 
 
7. How do you think a church community should reflect submission to the Lord 

of the Sabbath today? What ac ons and a tudes should mark our 
community? Here’s the big ques on: What is your role in this?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: February 3, 2019 
“The Danger of Indecision” 

(Ma hew 12:22-50) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ Yoke (x2) ▪ diffuse ▪ decrease ▪ David ▪ temple ▪ prophets ▪ financial gain ▪ interpret ▪ doctrinal 
disagreements ▪  agenda ▪ you  ▪ 


