
Sermon Notes – February 3, 2019 
Review 
 In Ma hew’s gospel, Jesus talks a lot about “the kingdom of 

heaven.” He gives a preview of a renewed crea on and restored 
humanity that will one day come in Christ’s future reign.  

 In last week’s text, we saw Jesus heal a man on the Sabbath, 
invi ng a confronta on with the religious leaders who had their 
own man-centered interpreta on of God’s rules that violated 
the very purpose of God’s law and completely missed God’s 
redemp ve heart. 

Today’s Text: Ma hew 12:22-50 
Ma hew 11-13 focuses on “the rising de of disappointment in and 
opposi on to the kingdom of God that was resul ng from Jesus’ 
ministry. He was not turning out to be the kind of Messiah the 
people had expected” (D.A. Carson). Today’s preaching sec on 
begins with yet another astounding miracle that demands a 
response of humble faith…or not!  

“What Shall I Do With Jesus, the Christ?” (27:22) 
(12:22-37) 
 Some of the stories that Matthew tells are intended to point to 

the power and authority of Jesus. This account instead 
highlights the varying ____________ of people to Jesus. 

 While the common people are ____________, the religious 
leaders accuse Jesus of being in league with the devil. 
“Beelzebul” = “lord of the flies” = slang for Satan.  

 Jesus points out the ____________ of their accusation: “Why 
would Satan cast out Satan? Oh, and by the way, when you all 
try to cast out demons, who are YOU working for?”  

 Verse 30 is strongly worded: When it comes to Jesus, you 
cannot sit on the fence forever.  

 Let’s be clear: Jesus did not die a cruel death on a Roman cross 
to be one of the many __________ ways to be forgiven by God. 
If anyone can get to heaven by ____________, why didn’t God 
just go with that option and say, “Y’all just behave now”?  
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 There is much discussion about “the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit” and 
“will not be forgiven…EVER.” Theologian D.A. Carson offers this explanation: 

o “The first sin (32a) is rejection of the truth of the gospel (but there 
can be repentance & forgiveness for that)” 

o “The second sin (32b) is rejection of the same truth in ________ 
___________ that that is exactly what one is doing – thoughtfully, 
willfully, and self-consciously rejecting the work of the Spirit…”   

“We Need More Proof. Can You Give Us Another Sign?” 
(12:38-42) 

 Don’t misunderstand the point here: There is a time for giving “many 
convincing ________” (Acts 1:3) and being ready to “make a __________” (I 
Peter 3:15), BUT ultimately no one is “argued” or coerced into God’s 
kingdom.  

 Jesus healed the sick & raised the dead out of deep compassion for people, 
and to demonstrate that the “King of the Kingdom” was indeed present; He 
did not come to perform a “miracle de jour” to satisfy the cynics!  

 What kind of a “sign” did God send to sinful Nineveh? He sent them a 
____________ and expected them to repent…and they did!  

 

Response to God’s Word 
(12:43-45) 

 Let’s admit the uncomfortable truth: Many mes we want Jesus to rescue 
us from our problems (Now!), but we do not want to submit everything to 
Him or to follow Him as the Lord of our lives. We want Him to fix our pain, 
not interfere with our pleasures.  

 

 If you are “si ng on the spiritual fence” regarding Jesus, stop it now. Trust 
Christ as your Savior…today! And if you are a Chris an – or you think you 
are – who mainly wants God to rescue you from pain, but you have no real 
inten on to follow Christ as Lord of your life, repent of that today and 
submit your life to Him, regardless of what He does with your specific 
problem. 

 

 The result of genuine repentance & true faith? Welcome to God’s family 
(see verses 46-50) 

 

Communion texts: Ma hew 11:28-30 and II Corinthians 5:21 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
This week came with the word “snow” in the forecast. Aside from traffic messes, 
high hea ng bills, and generally messiness, do you have any GOOD memories – 
perhaps from childhood – about playing in the snow? Share what you 
remember!  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the en re text (Ma hew 12:22-50) 

and review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about? 
 
 
2. Suppose you were in the crowd that day and you actually saw Jesus heal the 

man who was both blind and mute. How do you think you would respond? 
What ques ons or doubt would go through your mind? Do you think that 
Thomas’s words in John 20:25 would be yours too?  

 
 
 
3. Browse through Jesus’ interac on with the religious leaders. How do you 

think they were reac ng? And do you think Jesus was trying to win them 
over, or was that not His goal? What evidences do you see in the text to 
support your answer?  
 

 
 
 

4. Read again the sec on in the sermon notes giving an explana on from D.A. 
Carson about what blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is. Does his 
explana on make sense? What comes to your mind as you read verse 32?  
 
 
 
 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
One of the most debated “warning texts” in the New Testament is in Hebrews 
6:1-12. How does Carson’s explana on in the previous sec on affect your 
understanding of the text in Hebrews? (You might look at I John 2:19 as well) 
 
What is the point of these texts for you personally?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: February 10, 2019 
“Warning! Don’t Pursue the Wrong Treasure” 

(Ma hew 13:1-58) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ responses ▪ astonished ▪ absurdity ▪ possible ▪ earning it ▪ full awareness ▪ proofs ▪ defense ▪ 
preacher ▪   

 

 


