
Sermon Notes – February 10, 2019 
Review 
 In Ma hew’s gospel, Jesus talks a lot about “the Kingdom of 

Heaven” – especially in today’s preaching sec on! In His 
teaching and in His parables, He gives a preview of a renewed 
crea on, of coming judgment, and of restored humanity that 
will one day come in Christ’s future reign.  

 In last week’s text, we saw three different responses to Jesus. 
We saw some respond to Jesus in faith, some who ac vely 
opposed Him, and some – stuck in indecision – who asked for 
more evidence beyond ALL the signs Jesus had already done.  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 13 
Today’s chapter is like Disneyland for people who love riddles & 
parables! Jesus uses seven parables – stories with a point – to teach 
truth about the Kingdom of Heaven.  

Two Purposes, Three Themes 
(13:10-17, 34-35) 
 Jesus was a great story teller! Many times the gospel accounts 

record how much (most) people loved listening to Him. Part of 
the reason why is that Jesus used both stories and numerous 
illustrations as He taught.  

 In this text, Jesus’ disciples ask Him pointblank about why He 
used stories that sometimes seem vague instead of just saying 
something directly. Jesus gives two reasons:  

o To ________ truth to His genuine followers.  

o TO ________ truth from His adversaries.  

 The seven Kingdom parables have three common themes (my 
thanks to Douglas O’Donnell for the categories):  

o Gospel ________ for God’s Kingdom 

o Gospel ___________ for those who oppose God’s 
Kingdom 

o Gospel ______ for those who join God in His mission 
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Seven Stories with a Kingdom Message 
(13:1-9, 18-33, 36-52) 

 The Parable of the Sower is one of Jesus’ best-known stories, explaining 
three reasons why people reject Christ (______ hearts, _________ 
response, and love of ___________) and what happens when we respond 
from the heart with genuine faith (they ___________!).  

 The Parable of the Wheat & the Tares (“weeds”) is a sobering story of God’s 
discernment and ___________________ – there are some who “look like 
wheat, act like wheat, but aren’t wheat.” 

 The Parable of the Mustard Seed AND the Parable of the Leaven both point 
to _________________ that is, in a sense, not easily explainable. Can you 
explain how a tiny seed grows into a tree? Can you explain how leaven 
works? Neither can you fully explain the how God’s Kingdom Plan has 
steadily progressed down through the ages, despite all opposition and 
unbelief.  

 The Parable of the Hidden Treasure AND the Parable of the Merchant & the 
Pearl have a similar point: Being part of God’s Kingdom is SO important that 
it is worth _____________ everything else to be part of it (i.e. Philippians 
3:7ff). 

 The Parable of the Dragnet is another story of judgment – there is coming a 
day when God will “sort out” those who are truly His and those who aren’t. 

 

 

 

Response to God’s Word 
(13:53-58) 

 Ma hew concludes this chapter with yet another story of willful unbelief. 
God’s call to us through these parables includes an invita on to believe. 
That is, don’t miss out on God’s Kingdom. Trust Christ as your Savior & 
Redeemer and do it now!  

 These parables give encouragement! God’s Kingdom is growing, and it WILL 
do so un l “the harvest” or “the end of the age” (30, 49). Christ WILL build 
His Church (16:18).  

 
 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Wow! What a week of unprecedented weather! What stories do you have to 
tell? Any wild rides? Grocery store adventures? Table games, hot chocolate, & a 
warm fireplace?  

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the en re text (Ma hew 13:1-58) 

and review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about? 
 
 
2. Let’s talk about parables, stories, allegories, & metaphors as teaching tools! 

Do you easily resonate with “stories with a point” or are you more drawn to 
a “just say it” approach? What’s the benefit of stories? (Think about the 
story of the Prodigal Son or the Good Samaritan) 
 

 
3. What do you think about the two purposes of parables – to reveal & to 

conceal. Does it seem fair for Jesus to inten onally conceal truth, even from 
those who are rejec ng Him? How do you interact with that?  

 
 
 
 
4. Okay, on this one, work your way through the Kingdom Parables in Ma hew 

13. Do you see the point of each one? How does each unique story help you 
“get the picture”?   
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
Jesus was an amazing teacher! He gave people LOTS to think about, and He used 
every possible tool at His disposal to teach & illustrate & capture our 
imagina ons!  
 
Can you think of some of Jesus’ parables that are extra-special to you because of 
the way the story grabs your heart or appeals to your emo ons? If you’re in a 
group, share a few examples.  
 
As you speak or teach or simply talk about Jesus & the gospel, are there ways 
that you could employ greater crea vity or clearer examples to help your 
listeners hear & understand & respond to Christ?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: February 17, 2019 
“A Judge or A Healer: Who is Jesus to You?” 

(Ma hew 14:1-36) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ reveal ▪ conceal ▪ growth ▪ judgment ▪ gain ▪ hard ▪ shallow ▪ pleasure ▪ bear fruit ▪ righteous 
judgment ▪ amazing growth ▪ sacrificing  

 

 


