
Sermon Notes – February 17, 2019 
Review 
 A few weeks ago in Ma hew 11 we saw the need to repent 

from unrealis c expecta ons of God. Specifically, we need to be 
careful of expec ng God to be something and do things that He 
never promises to be and do.  

 In last week’s text, we listened in on Jesus’ seven parables of 
the Kingdom, and in doing so, heard words of encouragement 
(God’s Kingdom IS growing and one day His Kingdom will come 
in it’s fulness) and words of warning (don’t be among those who 
willfully refuse to believe Jesus!).  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 14 
Once again Ma hew presents a strong contrast in how people 
respond to Jesus. There are four “windows” in this chapter through 
which to view Jesus. Through the first window we see a very guilty 
man figh ng against his relentless, accusing conscience. Through 
the other windows we see Jesus loving and caring for three 
different groups – ________ people, ________ people, and _______ 
people.  

What Should We Do with a Guilty Conscience? 
(14:1-12) 
 What a story! The messy details sound like a bad Hollywood 

movie or a steamy romance novel, but they played out in 
history, and John the Baptist (the last of the OT prophets) 
___________ the public sin in a public way.  

 Herod is a tormented man. John’s rebuke and his own guilty 
conscience make him paranoid and afraid. He is a slave to 
sensuality and cares more about what other people think than 
about doing what is right. He’s a classic example of a man who 
is _______ – but not ___________.  

 Don’t miss the point: What do YOU do with a _______________ 
conscience?  
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What Happens When We Bring Our Needs & Fears to 
Jesus? 
(14:13-36) 

 According to verse 14, the needy, demanding crowd is waiting for Jesus 
when He disembarks from a boat. Jesus sees them, He has true compassion 
for them, and He meets their need, despite their questionable __________ 
(see John 6:15). In doing so, Jesus demonstrates His ____________ over 
creation – He can over-rule any force of nature or “natural law.”  

 After the big dinner, Jesus has another lesson planned just for His disciples, 
so He makes (“__________”) them to get into a boat and sail into a storm 
without Him. These experienced fishermen end up being terrified enough to 
cry out in fear – and at that exact moment they are right where Jesus wants 
them! Think about it: Was this a _______ thing to do…or not? Why or why 
not?  

 Jesus identifies Himself in the storm saying, “It is I” or “I am.” Don’t miss the 
connection to Exodus 3 and all the NT “I Am” statements of Jesus.  

 The final “window” in this chapter has people wanting just a little bit of 
Jesus – just the fringe of His garment – and in His great mercy, even these 
are made well!  

 

 

 

Response to God’s Word 
(13:53-58) 

 As you come to Jesus, who is He to you? Does your truly guilty conscience 
cause you to fear Him as an angry judge? Or do you come to Him in your 
place of great need or fear, and cry out to Him for mercy and help?  

 What DO we do with a guilty conscience? REPENT! Humble yourself. Run to 
Jesus. Confess the truth about you…broken, bankrupt, u erly unable to fix 
yourself.  

 Do you see the goodness of Jesus? Hungry people are fed. Fearful disciples 
are safe and comforted. Sick people are made well. No one is turned away!   

 As we pray together this morning, what is your heart-cry to Jesus today? 
With what specific needs do you come to Him? _______________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Few of our groups met last week! Especially for the sake of those who did NOT 
meet, it’s me to catch up. What stories do you have to tell? And who’s feeling 
grumpy about more snow?  

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the en re text (Ma hew 14:1-36) 

and review the main sermon points from your notes. What was it about? 
 
 
2. Let’s talk about the story of John the Bap st’s death. But don’t spend too 

much me on the steamy details – focus more on Herod’s obviously guilty 
conscience. What do you think he is feeling? Is that true convic on of sin or 
just irrita on? When the text says, “the king was sorry,” what does that 
mean?  
 
 

 
 
3. All four gospels record Jesus feeding the 5,000. Is this story mainly about 

Jesus’ compassion or about His iden ty? And talk about manna as well! 
John’s gospel (chapter 6) follows the miracle itself with Jesus referring to 
the OT story of manna in the desert. What similari es do you see between 
the two accounts?  

 
 
 
 
4. Jesus “made” the disciples sail into a storm (A storm that HE has planned for 

them, right? It isn’t a coincidence!). What is His good purpose, and how is 
that like or unlike how He grows us too?  
 
 
 

 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
In II Corinthians 7:8-13 Paul contrasts godly grief with worldly sorrow. How does 
he describe true repentance? What is missing from Herod in Ma hew 14?  
 
According to Jesus in John 14:8, one of the gracious works of the Holy Spirit is to 
“convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.” How is “convic ng the 
world of sin” a gracious work? In what sense is it kind?  
 
Is there a place in your life right now where the Holy Spirit is “poin ng” by 
producing convic on of sin? His purpose is not to make you feel bad, but to 
prompt you toward true repentance and receiving God’s forgiveness. What do 
you need to talk to God about today?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: February 24, 2019 
“The Heart of the Savior Beats for a LOST World” 

(Ma hew 15:1-39) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ hungry ▪ fearful ▪ needy ▪ confronts ▪ sorry ▪ repentant ▪ truly guilty ▪ mo ves ▪ authority ▪ 
compels ▪ kind ▪   

 

 


