
Sermon Notes – March 3, 2019 
Review: 
 Remember Matthew’s target audience appears to be a Jewish 

one as evidenced by his frequent quotations from Hebrew 
Scripture (the OT) and his use of the much-anticipated 
“Kingdom” story line. 

 Matthew’s presentation of Jesus as “the Christ”—the Anointed 
One, the long-awaited & often promised Messiah is properly 
understood with the backdrop of the Old Testament and the 
unfolding of God’s covenant relationship with Israel. 

 Last week we were reminded that our biggest problem is our 
sinful heart and therefore, our biggest need is a Savior.  

Today’s Text: Ma hew 16 
Today’s text is a shi  in Ma hew’s gospel that centers on the 
famous, decisive confession of Peter that Jesus is the Messiah. He is 
not a prophet for the One, He is not a picture of the One. He is the 
One—the King of the Kingdom. For the disciples, this confession set 
their journey with Jesus on a road with an unexpected des na on: 
a cross.  

Beware the All-Consuming Now (vv. 1-12) 
 Notice the purpose with which the Pharisees and Sadducees 

approached Jesus: to _______ him. This was not a welcoming 
party!   

 The danger of being consumed by the present is that we forget 
_______ God is, what He has _________, and _______ He 
operates.  

 What is so bad about the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees? It __________ Jesus for who He truly is.  

Coming to Jesus as Lord (vv. 13-20) 
 The most important question we can answer is: “who is Jesus?” 

Today’s world is not different from Jesus’ own day in that there 
are many different opinions about Jesus’ identity.  
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 To say Jesus is the Christ is a statement of ________.      

 Jesus’ response to Peter’s confession is key. The emphatic blessing, “Blessed 
are you” pronounced over Peter is offered to all who confess Jesus as Lord 
(v.17).  

Living like Jesus is Lord (vv. 21-28)  
 Peter put himself on the _________ when he rebuked the man whom he 

had just identified as the King. He had his own ideas and plans for how Jesus 
was going to bless him.      

 Self-denial is not about giving up your favorite sweets or television shows, 
or even suffering through difficult circumstances. To pick up your cross is to 
give up your own ______________.   

 If you confess Jesus is Lord, that means you confess that you are ______. It 
is one thing to confess and another to actually hand over the scepter to 
Jesus. Cross-bearing is not a _______________ thing but a _______ thing.  

Responding to God’s Word: 
 Jesus’ question to His disciples is one that we all must answer. He asks 

“Who do you say that I am?” Your response to this question will determine 
your eternal destiny (Romans 10:9-10). 

 Following Jesus is more than just verbal assent that He is Lord but living like 
He is Lord. Ask yourself daily: “Is Jesus the Lord of my heart?” Every day is a 
chance to pick up your cross. Every day is a chance for you to “become less 
& less” and for Him to “become greater & greater” (John 3:30) 

 In the midst of trouble or distress, we ought to maintain a posture of 
hopeful expectation. It is good and right to come to God with our lament 
but we come in the context of relationship and trust, remembering what He 
has done for us in the past and what He promises for our future. 

 

 

 

Next Sunday: March 10, 2019 
“A Glimpse of True Glory” 

(Ma hew 17:1-27) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ test ▪ who  ▪ done  ▪ how ▪ rejects ▪ faith ▪ throne ▪ lordship ▪ not ▪ one- me ▪ daily ▪ 


