
Sermon Notes – August 18, 2019 
Review  
 The Minor Prophets are the 12 books at the end of the Old 

Testament, together covering a large span of me. Some are 
wri en to the northern kingdom (Israel) before the Assyrian 
cap vity (722 BC), others are wri en to the southern kingdom 
(Judah) before the Babylonian cap vity (586 BC), and others are 
wri en to those who return from Babylon.  

 The Minor Prophets show us how God will fulfill His promise of 
a New Covenant. He is Cul va ng a New Heart in His people. 

 Last week we traveled with Pastor Tyler into Habakkuk where 
we saw God use wicked people for His purposes – and the 
prophet Habakkuk can’t wrap his mind around that. He needs to 
learn that God is fully capable of handling issues of jus ce, 
judgment, & righteousness – even when we don’t understand 
how it all works.  

Today’s Texts: Joel, Amos, Micah, & Haggai 
In our study of the Minor Prophets, we have seen God’s profound 
love for His people & for the na ons. We have seen the 
____________ of sin and the limits of God’s __________ expressed 
in devasta ng judgment at the hands of invading na ons. We have 
struggled to understand God’s ways & purposes. But perhaps 
surprisingly, behind the pronouncement of furious punishment and 
wrath, stands God’s faithful love and tender mercy! Though God 
allows difficulty into our lives, though He disciplines us for our 
good & for our holiness, He is never fully & finally _____________ 
_____. He ________ us! He. Is. Trustworthy.  

Hear the Word of God 

 Today’s Key Verse: Habakkuk: 3:17-19 

 Joel 2:12-17, 25-29; 3:17-21 

 Amos 9:11-15 

 Micah 4:1-7; 7:18-20 
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Restoration DOES Come – and It Is YET Coming; God Restores!   
(Theologians use the expression, “Already…Not Yet”) 
 Two weeks ago we saw “__________________” in Israel & Judah, as foreign 

armies invade their cities & nations, loot & burn all they found, and take 
people captive. The sad story is told in II Kings 17 & 25. Jeremiah is right to 
lament!  

 Despite the awfulness of much-deserved judgment, God announces that the 
time of exile will last 70 years, and then restoration will come! Cf. Jeremiah 
25:11-12; Daniel 9:2 

 That is exactly what happens as recorded in Ezra 1. The history book of Ezra 
corresponds to the prophet Haggai. READ 2:1-9; Ezra 3:12-13 (God does 
restore, though things may be ___________ in the future). 

 SOME of the restoration announced in the Minor Prophets is still ________ 
(Cf. Hebrews 12:26-29). Just as Joel 2:28-29 finds fulfillment hundreds of 
years later on the Day of Pentecost, so there will yet be a time of national, 
economic, and spiritual restoration for the nation of Israel.  

 Hear God’s Word yet again:  

o Joel 3:17 

o Amos 9:13-15 

o Micah 4:1-2 
 

Response to God’s Word: “Cultivating a New Heart” 
 According to I Peter 1:5, God’s children are “kept (guarded) by God’s 

power.” You do not ultimately “keep yourself” in His loving care; He keeps 
you. Cf. also I Timothy 2:13 – “if we are faithless, He remains faithful.” 

 Our hearts are typically best shaped in a place of safety & trust, rather by 
fear that if we mess up enough, God will have “had enough.”  

 Though God allows difficulty into our lives, though He disciplines us for our 
good & for our holiness, He is never fully & finally through with us. He keeps 
us! He. Is. Trustworthy.  

Next Sunday: August 25, 2019 
“The Coming of Hope in Messiah Jesus” 

Zechariah, Malachi; Ben McCardell  

Answer Key: ▪ devasta on ▪ pa ence ▪ through with us ▪ keeps ▪ the lights go out ▪ different ▪ future ▪   


