
Sermon Notes – September 22, 2019 
Introducing Gala ans 
 Where: Gala a is the name of the area that today we call Asia 

Minor. The Apostle Paul visited many ci es in this region on his 
missionary journeys. 

 When: This is likely Paul’s earliest le er – the late 40s or early 
50s. The readers are young in their faith and highly vulnerable. 
They are enthusias c & trus ng, and lacking discernment.  

 Why? Paul himself is being a acked, but that’s not the main 
problem; the GOSPEL is being a acked, undermined, 
___________ – and Paul isn’t having it.  

 The topic: Gala ans is not a book about Bible ________; it is a 
le er about the heart of the Gospel. Heaven & hell are at stake.  

 The style: Paul has his sword drawn & he is taking no prisoners. 
He is direct, fired up, passionate, confron ve, and cares li le if 
people like him at the end of the day – as long as he is clear!  

 Why should WE study this book? The cultural ocean we swim in 
calls for compromise, _____________, and doctrinal vagueness. 
Inclusiveness is fine in many areas, but compromise on the 
Gospel is not one of those areas.  

Today’s Text: Gala ans 1:1-10 
The opening paragraph sets the tone for all that follows – especially 
verse 6 – and introduces key themes that will be expanded upon in 
the chapters that follow. Chapters 1-2 focus one what theologians 
call the “Formal Principle” – Paul’s Apostolic ___________; Chapters 
3-4 deal with is called the “Material Principle” – jus fica on by 
grace through faith, apart from works; Chapters 5-6 flesh that out in 
real life. Let’s READ the text…  

The Gospel Comes with GOD’S Authority (1-2) 

 Paul is not an Apostle because he _______________ on a career 
ap tude test; he was specifically & drama cally called by the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus. He was 
“commissioned” by Jesus Himself. (He is a Capital-A Apostle).  

 Paul is not alone in his understanding of the Gospel – he is with 
“all the brothers” – but the authority is God’s, not theirs.  
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The Gospel is about GOD’S Work (3-5) 

 The Gospel came from God. (Who initiated the Gospel?) 

 The Gospel is about God’s work. (“who gave Himself”) 

 The Gospel is about God’s ______ being satisfied. (“for our sins”) 

 The Gospel is about God’s _______ toward sinners. (“to deliver us”) 

 The Gospel is for God’s glory. (“to whom be the glory”)  

The Gospel is GOD’S Gospel (6-10) 

 Paul’s shock is palpable. Their error is ________________, not a simple 
miscalculation. They are actively embracing error…turning from Christ! (“are 
turning away” – present tense) 

 To “__________” the Gospel is to pervert it. Then, as now, the greatest 
danger is from within the broader church community, not from without. 
Remember Paul in Acts 20:30…  

 The false teachers didn’t blatantly deny grace or the work of Christ; they 
just wanted to “clarify” and “button it up.” Cf. 3:1-3 and 5:1.  

 The consequences of rejecting God’s Gospel of grace are disastrous and 
permanent (8-9) (“Anathema” = eternally cursed; damned). “Or an angel” – 
Paul doesn’t care if the person “revising” the Gospel is a skilled orator, a 
famous preacher or book writer, or even a celestial being – if that person or 
being contradicts or adds to the Gospel, it is not longer God’s Gospel.  

 

Responding to God’s Word: Do you know the Gospel?  
 Let’s talk about what the Gospel is NOT… 
 
 Let’s talk about what the Gospel IS… 
 

For Your Library 
“Gala ans for You,” by Tim Keller 
“Christ Has Set Us Free,” by D.A. Carson & Jeff Robinson, Sr. 
“Gala ans: Paul’s Charter of Chris an Freedom,” by Leon Morris 
“Gala ans: Exege cal Commentary on the NT,” by Thomas Schreiner 
“Gala ans: Gospel-Rooted Living,” by Todd Wilson 
“Nine Marks of a Healthy Church,” by Mark Dever 
 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Time to re-connect! Some people in your group are likely new, and months have 
gone by since the rest of you met. What’s new with everyone? Any highlights of 
your summer? Any struggles or difficult mes you’d like to share?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the text (Gala ans 1:1-10) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was THIS sermon 
about, and what are you looking forward to in our study of Gala ans?  

 
 
2. What do you remember about why Pastor Jay said we should study 

Gala ans as a church?  
 
 
 
3. The word “Authority” is o en seen nega vely in today’s cultural 

mainstream. Why is that so, and why does the concept of authority play so 
prominently in the book of Gala ans? Do you see that as a good thing?  

 
 
 
4. Paul was called to be an Apostle by Jesus Himself. Take the me to read the 

story of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9:1-19. How would you describe the affect 
of that amazing experience on Paul in respect to the level of confidence that 
he had in the Gospel?  

 
 
 
5. Talk about this: One of our culture’s main stumbling blocks concerning the 

Gospel is Jesus’ claim to be the only way to heaven. What does this text 
bring to that discussion? 
 
 
 

6. Pastor Jay men oned several “Gospel-sounding” phrases that, in fact, are 
NOT the Gospel. What was missing from them?  

 
  
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
Tim Keller says this: “The gospel – the message that we are more wicked than 
we ever dared believe, but more loved and accepted in Christ then we ever dared 
hope – creates a radical new dynamic for personal growth, for obedience, for 
love.” 
 
What does Keller mean by that statement? In what sense does the Gospel 
“create a radical new dynamic”? How does the Gospel help you obey Christ?  
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday – September 29, 2019 
“The Glory of God in Saving LOST People” 

(Gala ans 1:11-24) 
Pastor Tyler Pease 

Answer Key: ▪ adjusted ▪ trivia ▪ imprecision ▪ Authority ▪ scored well ▪ wrath ▪ mercy ▪ blameworthy ▪ improve 


