
Sermon Notes – October 20, 2019 
Review 
 Galatians focuses on the heart of the gospel. Paul is addressing 

the issue of the gospel being undermined. These changes are 
often subtle, but they have devastating consequences.  

 Our culture is one that calls for compromise, imprecision, and 
doctrinal vagueness. Everyone’s truth is supposed to be equal. 
In contrast, the Bible presents the gospel as “true truth” – the 
only way to be forgiven by God and to be ready for heaven.  

 Last week, we saw that the cross of Jesus – properly understood 
& applied – confronts racial & cultural prejudice, humbling all of 
us! No race or culture is superior or has an edge on salvation.  

 

Today’s Text: Gala ans 3:1-9 
Paul has been defending the claim that the gospel, along with his 
apostolic authority, came directly from God. Now, he makes a shi  
and begins to look at what the gospel is. In today’s text, Paul is 
going to examine two sec ons of history to establish that the gospel 
is by grace through faith—from start to finish!  
 

Redemp ve History – The Gala ans’ Story (3:1-5) 
Paul first looks at the Gala ans’ personal history. Paul’s 
exaspera on is palpable and a journey through Acts may help us 
empathize with Paul.  
 In Acts, the Holy Spirit empowers people to be Jesus’ ________ 

(Acts 1:8), and He ______________ Jesus’ people (Acts 2:1-12).  

 Initially, all Christians are _________ (either by birth or by 
conversion). Imagine the shock when the Samaritans receive 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:4-8; 14-17).  

 In Acts 10, Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, and a bunch of 
Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44-48)! This is so 
shocking that God doesn’t allow any _____________ to precede 
the Holy Spirit’s filling. Note the controversy (Acts 11:1-4). 
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 Paul is saved and is sent on his first missionary journey. This is in the 
territory of _________ and the salvation of many Gentiles causes the 
controversy to boil over, setting up the events of Acts 15 (Acts 14:27-15:1).  

 The Galatians own experience with the Spirit is clear testimony that they 
became God’s people without needing to take on ___________________. 
Further, their suffering due to following Jesus would have been unnecessary 
if salvation could come from the Law. 

Redemp ve History – Going All the Way Back (3:6-9) 
Paul then goes all the way back to the beginning of redemp ve history. 
Abraham’s standing with God was due to faith, not works! A journey through 
Genesis helps us see what Paul is saying. 
 Following Adam and Eve’s fall, the very first promise of salvation came 

without any __________ deservedness or action (Genesis 3:14-15).  

 Before Abraham, God allows a period of _______________ that 
demonstrates the result of self-reliance and human effort (Genesis 6:5). 
Even after the flood, self-reliance is still our tendency (Genesis 11:3-4) but 
God has better plans (Genesis 12:2-3). Our tendency toward self-reliance 
and human effort is what Paul means by the term “______” (Galatians 3:3) 

 Abraham’s story demonstrates that righteousness came from belief and 
faith, not works (Genesis 15:5-6). This preceded _____________ (Genesis 
17) and the Law (Exodus 19-20).  

 God has always used flawed people because salvation has always been 
God’s work (Deut. 7:6-9; 9:4-7).  

 Salvation has always been about faith in God’s promise. The people in the 
Old Testament did not earn salvation, they looked forward to the _______.  

Responding to God’s Word  
 Look at Galatians 3:3 again. Our tendency as humans is to rely on the flesh. 

The flesh does not always show up as grotesque sin. While the flesh can 
take an irreligious form, it can also come in a ___________ form. The flesh is 
any tendency to say, “I can do this on my own.”  

 It is so easy to take a good thing and misuse it to undermine the gospel. This 
includes cultural practices, spiritual disciplines, emotional highs, modern-
day indulgences, or even _______________________________! 

 
 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Do you have any fond memories of field trips as a kid (or maybe as a parent)? 
What was the highlight for you?   
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the text (Gala ans 3:1-9) and review 

the main sermon points from your notes. What was THIS sermon about?  
 
 
 
2. Paul focuses on two periods of history. Review the passages in Acts. Why 

was it so shocking for the Samaritans and the Gen les to receive the Holy 
Spirit in the manner they did? What was different between the events in 
Acts 8 and 10 and why? 

 
 
 
 
3. How many mes in Acts had the circumcision party popped up? Review Acts 

15 again. Do you get a feel for why Paul would be exasperated with the 
Gala ans?  Why do you think the Gala ans were swayed by the Judaizers 
a er all the history leading up to Acts 15?  

 
 
 
 
4. Paul then focuses on Abraham. Abraham’s righteous status preceded the 

Law and circumcision. So, what did faith have to do with Abraham’s 
righteous status? What did he have faith in?  

 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
5. Review Genesis 6:5, 11:3-4. What were the results of humans relying on 

themselves? Why do you think we have a tendency toward self-reliance? 
Note what Abraham does in Genesis 16 immediately a er Genesis 15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. We discussed how the “flesh” isn’t always expressed as grotesque sin but 

can also be expressed as religious effort. Pastor Tyler gave several examples 
of how Chris ans might rely on the flesh today. Did any of these examples 
surprise you? In what ways are you tempted to be “perfected by the flesh”? 

 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday – October 27, 2019 
“Why the Cross is the Heart of the Gospel” 

(Gala ans 3:10-14) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ witnesses ▪ authen cates ▪ Jewish ▪ human ac on ▪ Gala a ▪ Jewish customs ▪ human ▪ 
wickedness ▪ flesh ▪ circumcision ▪ Christ ▪ religious ▪ bap sm and communion ▪ 


