
Sermon Notes – November 10, 2019 

Review: 
 The Galatian readers are young in their faith and highly 

vulnerable. The gospel is under attack. The gravity of what is at 
stake is not lost on Paul who does not hold back in this 
combative letter.  

 Galatians focuses on the heart of the gospel. In today’s world of 
relative and subjective truth, there is much for us to learn from 
Paul’s uncompromising stance when it comes to the objective 
truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.      

 Last week, we saw the kindness of God in giving us the law as it 
exposes the depth and extent of our inability to follow it. This 
leaves us desperate for a heart change that can only come 
through faith in Christ, God’s kindest gift of all.  

Today’s Text: Gala ans 4:1-7 
Today’s text contrasts the bondage of living under the law with the 
freedom and inheritance of living under Christ. Paul illustrates this 
difference with a picture that would be familiar to his audience: the 
household. The grace of God comes rushing to the forefront as an 
immature, undeserving slave is crowned with the full inheritance of 
an honored son.  

Before Christ: A Slave Under the Law (1-3) 
 In the previous chapter, Paul speaks of the law as a “guardian” 

who “held captive” but the time stamps included (“until Christ 
came”) indicate this enslavement is a ____________ reality. 
(Gal. 3:23-24).  

 In today’s text, Paul is contrasting our condition under the ____ 
(before Christ) with our condition under _______ (after Christ). 
This condition change applies to both the grand scale of 
redemption history and to the _____________. 

 Before we had “come of age” in Christ, Paul calls us children 
enslaved to the “elementary principles of the world.” (3)  This 
could be anything that we look to for satisfaction, fulfillment, 
and salvation where it cannot be found. (cf. Gal. 4:8) 
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 What does it mean to be a slave “under the law?” To find the satisfaction 
and salvation that our hearts yearn for, we put our faith in that which 
________ satisfy or save. In a hopeless and endless pursuit, we continue to 
turn to that which is “weak” and “worthless” (Gal. 4:9).   

A er Christ: An Heir Under Grace (4-7) 
 The phrase “when the fullness of time had come” (4) is a nod to the perfect 

plan of God and reminds us that God always knows what ______________.  

 When the fullness of time had come, God did two things:  

1) God sent forth His Son (4) 

 with a purpose: to __________ & ________ 

 Adopted as sons, we are adopted as heirs. Heirs of what? 
We are heirs of ________ “immeasurable” (Eph. 2:7) 

2) God sent forth the Spirit (6)  

 into our hearts: crying “Abba! Father!” 

 The Spirit takes us, through the legal accomplishment of the 
Son, and actively connects us with the Father in 
___________.  

 Christianity is not about following rules and rituals but about a loving 
_____________ with the living God who calls you His child. We get to treat 
God like a loving Father because we are a cherished son.  

 In verse 7, with Paul’s switch to singular pronouns, you can hear these 
words directed to you if you follow Jesus: “you are no longer a slave, but a 
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”  

Responding to God’s Word: 
 It is important that we appreciate from where we were saved, but part of 

the beauty of the gospel is not seen only in what we are saved from but in 
what we are saved to—namely into God’s family as heirs of overwhelming 
grace. Let us be overwhelmed!  

 We should be wary of repeating the Galatian’s mistake of failing to live into 
the reality of our freedom and inheritance purchased by Christ at the cross. 
Enslavement is a pre-Christ reality. Live in the freedom given to you!  

 In the midst of suffering and trial or when we really mess things up, we are 
tempted to doubt our salvation. The Spirit, in our hearts, crying out, gives us 
assurance that we are sons and full heirs of the living God. 



Community Group – November 10, 2019 
Ge ng Started 
A Vancouver, B.C. man recently won $10,000,000 in the lo ery. Asked what he 
will do with the money, he said he will “probably” take his friends out for a nice 
dinner. Really, dude? If you won the lo ery, what would you do for your 
friends? Be careful, they are looking at you now.   
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read a por on of last week’s text and 

this week’s text together: Gala ans 3:23-4:7 AND review the main sermon 
point from your notes. What was the main point? 

 
 
 
2.  In this text, Paul contrasts life before and a er Christ. How does this apply 

to the grand scale of redemp ve history but also to the individual?   
 
 
 
 
3. In verse 3, Paul speaks of enslavement to the “elementary principles of the 

world.” In the sermon notes, we defined this as “anything that we look to 
for sa sfac on, fulfillment, and salva on where it cannot be found.” If you 
want, check out Paul’s usage of this phrase in Colossians 2 (specifically verse 
8 & 20) and discuss how you see the human heart seeking fulfillment in lives 
of non-believers and even in the lives of those, like the Gala ans and 
Colossians who put their faith in Christ.  

 
 
 
 
4. What does Paul mean when he says we are “slaves under the law?” If he 

was focusing on the Jew’s reality “un l Christ came” (3:24), how are we too 
slaves “under the law”?  

 
 

 
 

Taking It Further 
5. According to Scripture, we believe that our God is 3 persons in 1: God, the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit. Verses 4-6 gives great insight into 
the work of the Trinity in redemp on and adop on. According to our text, 
what role does each person of the Trinity have in this process? 

 
 
 
6. Verse 7 gives a succinct statement of our state before and a er Christ. In 

the sermon, we determined that we are heirs of “immeasurable” grace. As 
an exercise in measuring the immeasurable, go around the room and list 
just some of the ways you’ve experienced God’s grace.  

 
 
 

Taking It Home 
7. Read John 17 as Jesus prays for His disciples and He prays for His future 

disciples (that’s you and me!). No ce what it is that Jesus prays for, and how 
he ends by praying that “the love with which you have loved me, may be in 
them, and I in them.” Do you long for this love and rela onship with God? 
Let us lean on the Spirit, who helps us, in our hearts, cry out “Abba! Father!”   

 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
  

Next Sunday: November 17, 2019 
“Don’t Trade One Kind of Slavery for Another” 

(Gala ans 4:8-11) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ pre-Christ ▪ law ▪ grace ▪ individual ▪ cannot ▪ He is doing ▪ redeem ▪ adopt ▪ grace ▪ experience ▪ rela onship ▪ 


