
Sermon Notes – November 17, 2019 
Review 
 Gala ans focuses on the heart of the gospel. Paul is concerned 

about the gospel being undermined. Changes in how we think 
about faith are o en subtle but can have devasta ng results.  

 Two weeks ago we saw that OT sacrifices “covered sin” un l the 
Perfect Sacrifice – Jesus Himself – would come and once-for-all 
pay the price for our redemp on. He was a subs tute for us on 
the cross – “in my place condemned He stood.”  

 Last week with Pastor Ben we looked at 4:1-7 under the 
heading of, “Overwhelming Grace.” At exactly the right me, 
God sent His Son Jesus into the world to redeem us and to 
adopt us into His family, and we cry, “Abba, Father.” Amazing! 

Today’s Text: Gala ans 4:8-11 (READ 3:29-4:11) 
Today’s text “func ons as the conclusion of the long argument from 
redemp ve history that began in 3:15, but here Paul applies what he 
has taught in Gala ans” (Schreiner). On one hand, Paul speaks in a 
posi ve vein, reminding the Gala ans that they are heirs of God 
along with Christ. On the other hand – as in this text – he warns 
them that obeying the Mosaic law as an effort to earn God’s favor is 
heading in the wrong direc on.  

Freedom in Christ Must be Guarded! (See 5:1) 

The ques on asked in v. 9 – “How can you turn back?” deserves an 
answer! How does it happen that people “turn back” from grace to 
law as a means to receive God’s favor? 
 We listen to ________________ (1:7) 
 We give in to peer pressure driven by ______ or ________ or 

cultural expecta ons (2:12) 
 We fail to grasp solid __________________ on grace & faith 

(3:1-14) 
 We find “slavery” so familiar that we trade one kind of slavery 

for another, giving in to the pull of the ______ or even well-
meaning ____________ systems.  
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Living in Christ’s Freedom Requires Good Theology (10) 

 First, let’s get “freedom” squared away. People often speak of freedom as if 
it is “____________ freedom,” as in, “I can do whatever I want” – seemingly 
unaware that such freedom is an ___________. All of us are limited in our 
freedom!  

o Natural laws like __________, genetics, or physical realities. 

o Social structures like laws, traffic, or health & safety considerations. 

o Relational boundaries like __________ courtesy (which isn’t), family 
realities (If you’re a jerk to live with, you may find yourself living 
alone), or simple family rules.  

 Similarly, in today’s text, the phrase “days and months and seasons and 
years” refers to Jewish customs and festivals. Such remembrances – like 
attending a Passover Seder – can be a wonderful experience, but if done as 
an attempt to earn _______ with God or to “__________” for sin totally 
misses the point of the gospel!  

 Take a look at Romans 6:15-23 (READ). One writer puts it this way, “The 
gospel is not simply an invitation to become Christ’s associate; it is a 
mandate to become His slave.” 

 

Responding to God’s Word  
 Many mes we are in “prac cal slavery” – that is, something does, in fact, 

own us! It may not be something sinful in itself, but even a good thing can 
become a controlling factor in our lives, and we end up in slavery!  
THINK: What things or habits or pleasures “own you”: _________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 Do you know the “warning signs” to watch for? Things like this:  
What things do you “count on”? 
What things – if you miss them – “make you grumpy”? 
What things or habits or pleasures have others seen in your life and 
commented on or warned you about?  
What things or habits or pleasures own your heart? 

 

 It takes more than natural self-control to break the power of sinful habits in 
our lives. It takes daily living in the gospel…step by step, daily following 
Christ. “Preach the gospel to yourself every day” (Jerry Bridges). 

 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
The holiday season is upon us! Does that bring joy to your heart or send a shiver 
down your spine? What parts are you excited about…and what parts are you 
dreading?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the text (Gala ans 3:29-4:11) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was this week’s 
sermon about?  

 
 
2. On Sunday Pastor Jay read a list of common things that people are addicted 

to or enslaved by. How many do you remember, and which do you think are 
most common in our culture today? Why are some of these more “church-
acceptable” than others?  

 
 
 
3. In this week’s text, Paul says, “Before you came to Christ you were slaves to 

certain things, and now you’re headed right back into a different kind of 
slavery.”  
DISCUSS: What is it that our hearts or bodies seek, that we are willing to be 
“enslaved” in order to get it? In what ways does our search for “it” o en 
end up in disappointment or slavery or even death?  

 
 
 
 
4. How does the gospel – including saying “no” to our flesh and “yes” to Christ 

– yield a be er harvest than the nega ve outcomes listed above? You might 
take a look at Romans 6:22 to help you answer this.  

 
 

 

5. Our sermon notes have this quote: “The gospel is not simply an invita on to 
become Christ’s associate; it is a mandate to become His slave.” What do 
you think the writer meant? Is this an easy concept to grasp or does it give 
you pause?  

 
 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
6. READ Paul’s words in I Corinthians 6:12-13 and think about the implied 

evalua ve ques ons that Paul gives:  
a. Is this helpful to my life – spiritually, physically, rela onally?  
b. Does this control my ac ons or dominate my thoughts?  
c. How will eternity evaluate this thing or habit or choice?  
 

How do these ques ons help you think about your life choices? Are there 
any elements in your life that you might want to re-evaluate or turn away 
from?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Sunday – November 24, 2019 
“Thanksgiving and Trust Belong Together” 

(Psalm 95) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ False teachers ▪ fear ▪ habit ▪ Bible teaching ▪ flesh ▪ religious ▪ absolute ▪ illusion ▪ gravity  
▪ common ▪ favor ▪ make up 


