
Sermon Notes – November 24, 2019 
Thankfulness & Thanksgiving Day 

“I will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever  
and ever. Every day I will bless You and praise Your name 

forever and ever. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, 
and His greatness is unsearchable.” 

Psalm 145:1-3 

“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence 
of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, 

and humbly to implore His protection and favor…I do 
recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next 
to be devoted by the people of these States to the service of that 
great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the 

good that was, that is, or that will be.” 
President George Washington, October 3, 1789 

God’s Greatness Calls for Joyful Worship (Ps. 95:1-5) 
 The psalms come in all kinds of _________! Many are heart-felt 

_________ that cry to God from the depths of despair. Some 
call for silence before God and others call for dancing & clanging 
cymbals (notably Psalm 150). There are various “moods” to 
biblical worship – kind of like our lives!  

 Note the form of Psalm 95…three sections, with similar 
structure in the first two: An ____________ (“Come”), a call 
(“let us”), and theologically rich reasons for doing so (“for”). 

 The first section is a call to loud, exuberant praise based on the 
____________ of God. The writer counters the polytheism of 
the ancient world by declaring that the God of the Bible is Lord 
over all. He isn’t just “lord of the hills” or “lord of the plains.” He 
is God over all – the mountains, the sea, and the dry lands.  

God’s Nearness Calls for Reverent Worship (6-7a) 
 Similarly, the second section is a call to worship, but to a 

quieter, more reverent mood and form – “kneel, bow down.”  

 We worship God not only for His greatness, but as here, for His 
___________. “We are the people of His pasture.” We are 
objects of His daily, merciful care and wise benevolence.  
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A Warning: Do Not Despise God’s Wise Providence! (7b-11) 
 The wilderness journey and the story of manna as told in the books of 

Exodus and Numbers are truly epic. They are, by God’s design, a picture of 
life’s journey, AND they are a picture of Christ Himself. Exodus 16 is a key 
story to understand the entire New Testament! See Hebrews 3 & 4.  

 Manna was never intended to be _______, but it was a __________ 
provision. The proper response to manna in the desert is, “Thank you,” not, 
“May I speak with the manager, please?” 

 Meribah & Massah = a specific time of rebellion against God’s provision that 
showed their lack of faith in the goodness and ability of God to provide. 
Exodus 17: 7 – “Is the Lord among us or not?”  

 Like the people in the desert, we often reason like this:  

o If the Lord is with me, I should be healthier & happier. 

o If the Lord is with me, my life should be ________.  

o If the Lord is with me, I should not be depressed. 

o If the Lord is with me, our home should be happier, our marriage 
should be stronger, my 401k should be larger, and I should have 
more stuff.  

 Do you see how God describes His feelings toward that generation in such a 
visceral manner? (10) 

 

Responding to God’s Word: Fix Your Eyes on Christ (Heb. 12) 
 Thanksgiving and trust belong together! Giving thanks is one evidence that I 

do indeed trust God’s wisdom and providential care – even when (or 
especially when) my life isn’t all that easy. The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
“Exhibit A” that God is trustworthy, wise, and truly good!  

 Beware lest you accuse God of evil by indulging in a complaining, 
discontented, unthankful spirit! Do not “put God to the test.” (v. 9) 

 A Prayer: “Thank you, Lord, for the daily grace you send in the form of food 
and shelter and health and people. These are indeed your good gifts to me.”  

 

First Sunday of Advent: December 1, 2019 
“God of the Day, God of the Night” 

(II Corinthians 1:3-11 & numerous OT texts) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ flavors ▪ laments ▪ invita on ▪ greatness ▪ goodness ▪ fancy ▪ gracious ▪ easier  
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