
Sermon Notes – March 1, 2020 
Introducing Colossians 
 Where: Colossae was a city in the western part of Asia Minor 

(modern-day Turkey) about 11 miles from Laodicea and about 
100 miles from the coastal city of Ephesus.  

 Who: The Apostle Paul is the main author of the letter. Once a 
major city, Colossae had become relatively unimportant by this 
time. A major earthquake would destroy the city around 61 AD. 
Unlike surrounding cities, Colossae was never __________. 

 Why: Colossians is a letter of encouragement. Unlike Galatians, 
Paul’s words are not sharp. We get the sense that the 
Colossians had been faithful despite being under pressure.  

 Theme: Colossians is unparalleled in its focus on the _________ 
of Christ. Even the structure of this letter shouts, “Your greatest 
need Christ!” Paul never clearly identifies the opponents of the 
Colossians. Rather, Paul’s focus remains on Christ.  

Today’s Text: Colossians 1:1-8 
Paul writes to the Colossian believers with the authority of an 
Apostle. Though he had never been to Colossae, Paul’s le er shows 
genuine affec on and concern. The le er to the Colossians has 
several reoccurring themes that all show up in this introduc on:  

A Profound Hope 
 Paul speaks of a hope laid up for them in Heaven (1:5). Amid 

mystic posturing that aimed for “_________” experiences, these 
saints already had a heavenly component to their inheritance. 

 While they have a future component to their hope, they also 
have a present-day realization of it too. Paul frequently reminds 
the Colossians of their ___________ in Christ. They are saints 
and children of God, members of the kingdom (1:13)  

A Founda on of Truth 
 How did they come about having this hope? Was it just 

stubborn __________? Was it ____________? No! It was based 
on _______. We need to be careful of relativism in religion!  

Life U
nder Pressure? Keep Your Eyes on Christ! 

Colossians 1:1-8 
 

Pastor Tyler Pease 

 A spiritual life is not pure mysticism, it involves both ______ and _______! 
Throughout Colossians, Paul implores his readers to remember what they 
were taught and to continue growing in knowledge and wisdom.  

A Life that Bears Fruit 
 In response to the identity and hope they had, the Colossians were faithful. 

Paul encourages them to bear fruit and grow, despite being marginalized by 
their social and religious status. The fruit was ultimately manifested as love.  

 Our art captures this idea – healthy spirit-filled life happens in the midst of 
darkness and pressure. There is an _________/________ theme that runs 
throughout Colossians. Faithfulness and fruitfulness don’t wait for a 
_________ day.  

A Focus on Jesus 
 As Paul looks at themes of truth, fruitfulness, hope, and identity, it all comes 

back to Jesus. The Colossians have their identity in Christ, their hope is 
secured by Jesus, their belief based on what Jesus _____________.  

 At the end of the day, anything that strays from a focus on Christ is going to 
fail. This includes making a big deal of a practice or tradition, focusing on a 
particular issue, or even a theological position. 

Responding to God’s Word in Communion 
 Communion presents us with a truth claim: Jesus is God in the flesh and he 

willingly died to take the guilt and shame of our sin on himself. The 
resurrection proved that Jesus conquered sin and death. His death and 
resurrection are historic events with eyewitness testimony. A living savior is 
the only thing worth placing your hope in!  

 Have you considered your reason for being here? You are called to believe 
that Jesus is the Christ. Following Jesus is not about making your life easier, 
or feeling better about yourself, or a way to gain a higher level of 
spirituality. It is a total shift in identity and allegiance.   



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
This is the last week of community groups for this quarter. Dream ahead! How 
would you like to see your group grow rela onally or support each other next 
quarter? What are a few things you could do to make this happen? (op onally, 
save this ques on for the end) 
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Read the text (Colossians 1:1-8) and 

review the main sermon points from your notes. What was THIS sermon 
about?  

 
 
 
2. This week’s text presents four themes that show up throughout Colossians. 

Read through the whole le er of Colossians. Where do you see each show 
up?  

a. The supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus 
 
 
 

b. Our present and future hope (what has Christ done for us?) 
 
 
 

c. The focus on truth and growing in our knowledge  
 
 
 

d. A Life that bears fruit  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Faith, Hope, and Love is a triad that Paul commonly focuses on. One writer 
calls this triad, “apostolic shorthand for genuine Chris anity”. Take a look at 
other places Paul men ons these three together (Romans 5:1-5; 1 Cor 
13:13; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8). How do you see these three show up in Colossian 
1:1-8? How can you e them to the four items in ques on 2? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
4. At the beginning of the sermon we pointed out that Colossae would soon be 

destroyed a er receiving this le er. How does this color your view of what 
Paul is saying to these people? How does this impact your way of thinking 
about your hope and following Jesus today?  

 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday – March 8, 2020 
“What the Apostle Paul Believed About Prayer” 

(Colossians 1:9-14) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ rebuilt  ▪ supremacy  ▪ heavenly  ▪ iden ty  ▪ op mism  ▪ pragma sm  ▪ truth  ▪ heart ▪ head ▪ 
already ▪ not yet ▪ be er ▪ accomplished ▪ 


