
Sermon Notes – April 5, 2020 

Palm Sunday & Holy Week 
 All four of the gospel accounts in the Bible tell the story of 

“Palm Sunday” – the day when Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on 

a donkey, to the praise and adoration of a great crowd.  

 The crowd welcomes Jesus as a coming King, a Savior, the long-

awaited Messiah, the Son of David.  

 The Old Testament prophets tell of this day. It is Passover week, 

and Jesus is exactly on time, presenting Himself as the Lamb of 

God who will take away the sin of the world (as in John 1:29):   

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  

Behold your king is coming to you; 

Humble and mounted on a donkey,  

On a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

(Zechariah 9:9; as quoted in Matthew 21:4-5) 

The World of Zechariah & An Ancient Prophecy  
The name Zechariah means, “The Lord remembers,” an appropriate 

name for the message he brings! Zechariah the prophet was born 

during Israel’s exile in Babylon and returned to Jerusalem during 

Nehemiah’s ministry, after the decree of Cyrus in 538 BC. He was 

seeing first-hand how God kept His promises of national 

restoration! After Isaiah, he has the most to say in the OT about the 

coming Messiah.  

Rejoice Greatly! God Remembers His Promises!  
(READ Zechariah 9:9-10)  

 Let’s not miss the obvious: This prophecy is given about 500 

years before Jesus comes, though, of course, no one knows at 

the time exactly how long it will be.  

 SO – the big question: How does knowing about THAT day, help 

me TODAY? Let me give some ways in which it DOES help: 

o I am reminded that God sees, God knows, and God’s 

plan is not derailed by what is going on today.  
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o I am reminded that current pain & discomfort & grief is not 

permanent. THIS is not forever.  

 So “rejoicing greatly” is an act of faith; it is actively trusting God to keep His 

word, even when I don’t see evidence (as in II Peter 3).  

Rejoice Greatly! Your Savior King HAS Come & IS Coming!  

(READ Matthew 21:1-11) 

 On that first Palm Sunday, Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Revelation 19:11-16 describes His future return as a Conqueror on a white 

horse leading the armies of heaven. Jesus came the first time as a Suffering 

Servant; His next coming will be as reigning King! (NOTE: Please note the 

important theological distinction between “the Rapture of the Church” and 

the “Second Coming of Jesus” – two often-confused but different events).  

 In Jesus’ day, His followers did not see the difference between those two 

comings. They expected Jesus to be a conquering hero (Luke 24:21).  

 According to Jesus in Luke 19:41-44, His arrival on the donkey was exactly 

on time; He was keeping an appointment as the prophet Zechariah foretold. 

This moment was “the coming of the Anointed One” who would soon be 

“cut off” (Daniel 9:25-26). 

 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Immerse yourself in good theology & devotion during Holy Week:  

Join us each day for a Holy Week devotion online! We’ll work together 

through Mark 14-15.  

Pick one of the Gospels and read the whole thing this week. Watch Jesus’ 

identity unfold. Marvel at His miracles. Observe the differing reactions of 

the religious leaders and the crowds. Then walk slowly through the Passion 

account. Be enveloped in the awfulness of the cross and sense the 

amazement of that first Easter!  

 Make it personal: Do you see it? Christ went to the cross in your place. The 

cross He bore was yours. The nails were yours. The suffering was yours and 

the separation from the Father was what you & I deserve. II Corinthians 

5:21; I Peter 2:24 



Community Group Notes 

Checking In 
How’s everyone doing? What are families doing to keep busy? What are the kids 

doing? How are you keeping in touch? Anyone have any specific needs?  

 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read BOTH texts (Zechariah 9:9-10 and 

Matthew 21:1-11) and review the main sermon points. What was it about? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. We mentioned on Sunday that there was about a 500-year gap between 

when Zechariah’s prophecy was given & when Jesus came. That’s a long 

time, long enough for people to wonder if God was ever going to send a 

Savior. How do you think that’s similar to how people think about Jesus 

coming back again someday? (You might think here of II Peter 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. On that first “Palm Sunday” Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Then 

READ about the “Second Coming” of Jesus to earth described in Revelation 

19:11-16. What differences strike you the hardest?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
Are any of you listening to the online devotion times provided on our website? If 

so, what has caught your attention? Has anyone done any of the “action steps” 

or family suggestions, and if so, how did that work for you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time) 
Take time to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday: April 10, 2020 
“Rejoice Greatly! God’s Justice is Satisfied!” 

(Romans 3:9-26) 
----------------- 

Easter: April 12, 2020 
“Rejoice Greatly! There is Hope for the Nations” 

(Matthew 28:1-20) 

Pastor Jay Mosser  


