
Sermon Notes - May 31, 2020 
Review: 
 Colossians is a letter of encouragement! As we live in the same 

broken world of the Colossian readers long ago, we should 
welcome Paul’s words and message that the gospel applies to 
this life in the here and now.  

 A few weeks ago, with Pastor Jay, we learned that if we are in 
Christ, we are people “in process” constantly being renewed. 
There is great hope and good news in the Spirit’s changing work 
in our hearts. But the process is ongoing—we have not 
“arrived.” There is much work still to be done! 

 Last week, with Matt Richey, we saw Paul’s continued emphasis 
in this letter on the Lordship of Christ and the implications this 
should have on us. When Christ is our head, our lifestyles and 
relationships must reflect our new allegiance.  

Today’s Text: Colossians 4:2-6 
Today’s text marks a clear transi on of focus as Paul zooms in on 
the Colossians interac on with “outsiders”—those who don’t know 
Christ. So, if Jesus is the Lord of your life, how are you to deal with 
those who don’t know Him at all? Where to even begin?   

Diligent Prayer: A Lifestyle & Measure of Devo on 
 Paul is not merely advocating for the ____ of prayer itself but 

for the devotion and posture of the _______. This is not just 
about doing but about being.  

 Everything you think, say, and do is a reflection of your 
_________ (or lack thereof) to the Lord Jesus.  

 Though diligent prayer requires hard work, it must be work that 
the follower of Christ takes on. A serious pursuit requires 
serious _______.   

 Prayer is not a conduit to fulfill our own needs and desires, but 
rather it is a conduit to __________________.  

D
iligent Prayer and a G
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 What we think about _____ has everything to do with how we ____ before 
Him. And when we come to know Him ________, we actually begin to act 
________. 

 In Christ, you are no longer serving the master of _____, you are now 
serving the Great Master of Christ.  

 There is a clear implication to set aside regular time to pray. What you 
___________ do with your time (not what you think/say you do) truly 
reflects where your loyalties lie—where your heart is truly at.  

 Paul views prayer as a critical participation in God’s _________. In them, we 
should invite God’s purposes to advance on earth.  

A Grace-Filled Life: The Salt and Light of the Earth 
 It is not just our duty to pray missionally, but also to walk in obedience to 

the Great Commission.  

 Don’t underestimate the power of actions for good or evil.  

 It is neither action or speech alone but action and speech ____________ 
that are needed for proper witness for Christ. “Word and deed” (3:17) work 
__________________ as we show others who Christ is and what He is like.  

 The “salt” reference by Paul prompts us to recall Jesus words to His 
followers in Matthew 5:13-16 and his concluding command: “Shine your 
light before others…” 

 As Christians, our conduct and speech are to be done under the Lordship of 
Jesus—in His name and after His ____________.  

Responding to God’s Word: 
 Is Jesus truly the Lord of your life? Take an introspection of how you actually 

spend your time on a consistent basis. There you will find who (or what) you 
serve.  

 Breaking ground in your prayer journey is hard. Do not try it alone. Consider 
a prayer partner(s) who will pray with you at set, consistent times. They can 
help keep you 1) learn what to pray 2) keep you accountable to stay the 
course and “pray continually.” 

 Consider memorizing verses 5-6. Post it on a refrigerator or on a mirror 
where you will see it. Let it serve to remind you and let it challenge you.  

 



Community Group – May 31, 2020 

Ge ng Started 
May has come to a close. Summer is here! This means warmer weather and 
more sunshine. If there was one summer memory that you could duplicate this 
year, what would it be?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Re-read the text: Colossians 4:2-6, and 

review the sermon notes. What was the main point? 
 
 
 
2.  Pastor Ben said that Paul’s focus was not merely on the act of prayer itself 

but on the devo on of the heart. How might too much emphasis on the 
ac on of prayer be problema c?  
 

 
 
3. Robert Murray Mc’Cheyne said, “what a man is alone and on his knees 

before God, that he is, and no more.” What a quote! Discuss.  
 
 
 
4. If our greatest need is to know God be er, what role does prayer play in 

increasing in the “knowledge of God”? (1:9-10)   
 
 
 

Taking It Further 
5. You sermon notes say when it comes to prayer “This is not just about doing 

but about being.” What Paul was a er is not merely ac on but a lifestyle. 
What does a lifestyle of prayer look like? How about in 2020? 

 
 
 

6. D.A. Carson, in his book “Praying with Paul” laments that the Western 
Church has marginalized prayer in favor of preaching, programs, and media. 
Let’s agree, for the sake of the discussion, that there is truth here. Is it 
surprising or unsurprising? What must happen for the Church to recover the 
importance of prayer?  

 
 
 
 

Taking It Home 
7. Se ng aside regular me to pray will always be a ba le. Do you have plan 

for that ba le? Consider lis ng the roadblocks that you see stopping you 
from this. Ponder: 1) What do these roadblocks tell me about my heart? 2) 
What can I implement/change to overcome these hurdles? 

 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Next Sunday: June 7, 2017 
“Servants of God, Running the Race Together” 

(Colossians 4:7-18) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ act ▪ heart ▪ devo on ▪ effort ▪ God Himself ▪ God ▪ act ▪ rightly ▪ rightly ▪ self ▪ actually ▪ mission ▪ together ▪ 
hand in hand ▪ example ▪ 


