
Sermon Notes – June 14, 2020 
Welcome to the book of Daniel!  
READ 1:1-4 

 The book of Daniel was written in the sixth century B.C. and 
covers major upheaval among the nations. It was a time of 
human pride, false religions, powerful kingdoms, war, and 
political intrigue.  

 The book of Daniel is named for the main character, a Jewish 
man who was taken captive into Babylon along with some 
friends, likely all young teenagers. He ends up in high-level 
government leadership surrounded by pagans, and ultimately 
survives the entire 70-year Jewish captivity. 

 Our main question for us today is, “Is God present in Babylon?” 
and the answer to that question has everything to do with us. 
Along with Daniel we ask, “How do we __________________ in 
OUR increasingly pagan world?”  

 The book of Daniel divides into two sections: chapters 1-6 and 
chapters 7-12. The first section tells the story of Daniel’s life and 
is largely narrative in style. The second section is mostly a 
collection of very detailed prophecies and is largely apocalyptic 
in style.  

 Gleason Archer points out that “In NT prophecy, Daniel is 
referred to more than any other OT book” and that it is likely 
“the most frequently studied of the sixteen Major & Minor 
Prophets.”  

Let’s Remember the BIG Picture!  
 Daniel is first & foremost a book about GOD! HE is the main 

character and the real ______. Yes, Daniel is a great man, but 
even more, GOD is a great God. He is sovereign over all! He is 
“the Most High God”!  

 Listen to the text SHOUT this main theme:  

2:20-23, 44 

4:1-3, 17, 25b, 32b, 34-35, 37 
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5:18a, 21b, 23b 

  6:26-27 

7:1-14 

Is God Present in Babylon?  
READ 5-21 

 Imagine being these four young men! Neil Postman famously said, “Children 
are the living ___________ we send to a time we will not see.” That was 
certainly the case with the parents of these teenagers.  

 Daniel & his friends were sent to the best schools in Babylon, learned a new 
language, were immersed in a mighty pagan culture with _________ of ever 
returning home, and did not lose their faith in the living God.  

 “Daniel resolved…God gave…and God gave” (8, 9, 17) 

 Meanwhile, back in Jerusalem and unbeknownst to Daniel, the prophet 
Jeremiah was sending a message. Look at Jeremiah 29:4-14 

o You are not in Jerusalem anymore. This is not your ____________. 
You are in exile. 

o ________________ of the city where I have placed you. Be good 
citizens in a foreign land and pray for God’s blessing upon her, 
knowing it’ll never be your true home.   

o Your time in ______ won’t last forever.  

 Is God present in Babylon? The answer is an emphatic, “YES!” 

Responding to God’s Word 
 We, too, live in a Babylon of sorts! We are increasingly “exiles,” this is not 

our true home, and we do not run the place. Have you noticed that?  

 Take great comfort in this: God IS present in our Babylon as well!  

 The message of hope we carry to the world is, “Be reconciled to God!” (II 
Corinthians 5:20-21) 

 
Answer Key: live faithfully; hero; messages; no home; true home; seek the good; exile  

Next Sunday: June 21, 2020 
“There is a God in Heaven!” 
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