
Sermon Notes – July 19, 2020 
Review 
 For decades, the people of God have been in exile far away 

from their homeland of Judah. The prophet Jeremiah has 
foretold of their return from captivity after 70 long years.   

 The book of Daniel shouts this theme: The Most High God is 
sovereign over all. For He alone “changes times and seasons; he 
removes kings and sets up kings…” (2:21). History unfolds at His 
bidding as kings and nations are moved like pawns in His hand.  

 The book of Daniel is half narrative (Ch.1-6) – telling the story – 
and half apocalyptic (Ch. 7-12) with colorful images, figures of 
speech, amazing prophecies, etc.  

 Last week, we saw with Pastor Luke, how the glory of the 
Babylonian empire was extinguished in a night by Darius and 
the Medo-Persian army. But ultimately, it was the Most High 
continuing to “remove” and “set up” whomever he chose. 

Today’s Texts: Daniel 6:1-28 
In today’s text, the allegiance of God’s servant Daniel will be put to 
the test. S ll in exile, under a new foreign power, God’s kingdom 
seems far off. But while God’s kingdom may appear distant, He 
Himself is not. He is present and ac ve. In what unfolds, He will 
once again display His grace and glory as a God of deliverance.   

A Sly Scheme: (vv.1-9) 
 Daniel remained in Babylon while many Jewish exiles were 

allowed to return to Judah. God used the Medo-Persians to 
exact his vengeance on the Babylonians over the destruction of 
the Temple (Jer. 51:11). He also “stirred up the spirit” of King 
Cyrus to return the exiles and to fund the rebuilding of the 
Temple (Ezra 1:1-11).  

 Surprisingly and unsurprisingly, Daniel once again finds himself 
in a position of ______________ in a foreign government 
“because an excellent spirit was in him” (v. 3. Cf. 4:8, 19; 5:12, 
14).  
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 In jealousy, the satraps and officials devise a wicked plan to eliminate 
Daniel. When they cannot find fault in him, they turn to pit his faithfulness 
to _____ against his faithfulness to ____________________________.  

A Righteous Response: (vv.10-16) 
 In the valleys or pressures of life, instead of running away from God with 

_________, let us run to God with ________________.  

 Daniel’s continuance in his prayer was less about _____________ the king 
and more about ____________ his true King (Daniel Akin). 

 Daniel offers us a good example of persevering in righteousness even when 
we know doing so involves ___________ suffering or loss.  

A Divine Deliverance: (vv. 11-28) 
 God proved that He is a God of ________. And He acts for the good of ____ 

people and the glory of _______________.    

 King Darius’ question to Daniel in verse 20 is one we must ask of ourselves: 
“has the God, whom you serve continually been able to deliver you?” There 
is only one God who _________. Do you know him?   

Responding to God’s Word 
 We may be tempted to think we can never measure up to Daniel. Don’t let 

his faithfulness hinder you but inspire you! Follow his example and lean on 
the enabling grace of God.    

 When worldly pressure closes in, rest in this truth: God saves. Reflect on the 
finished work of Christ and His proven love for us (Rom. 5:8). 

 God turned an evil plot into a grand display of His glory among the nations. 
This story, along with many others in Scripture, only foreshadows the great 
and final victory over evil to come. So when evil hits close to home, 
remember that God takes what the enemy means for evil and turns it for 
our good and for His glory.  

  

Next Sunday: July 26, 2020 
“The Son of Man and His Coming Kingdom” 

(Daniel 7:1-28) 
Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ prominence ▪ God ▪ king and kingdom ▪ excuses ▪ confidence ▪ disobeying ▪ obeying ▪ personal ▪ ac on ▪ His ▪ 
His Name ▪ saves ▪  


