
Sermon Notes – September 6, 2020 
Remembering the Book of Daniel! 
 Who can forget the gripping story of four young men taken 

cap ve from the backwaters of Judah into the world-class 
metropolis of glorious Babylon!  

 Early on, there was an opportunity to trust God with their 
cultural iden ty through food choices.  

 Who can forget the fiery furnace, the king who became like a 
beast, the handwri ng on the wall & the fall of the kingdom, 
and Daniel’s night spent with the lions?  

 Then the prophecies! The great statue that falls, amazing 
beasts, the rise & fall of world empires, a humble prayer of 
na onal repentance, and the detailed telling of poli cal intrigue 
to come…all paving the way for God’s coming Kingdom!  

Today’s Text: Daniel 12 
In this chapter we find both a conclusion to the prophecy of 
chapters 10 & 11, and a ________-filled and _____-filled conclusion 
to the en re book of Daniel. In this grand finale, we are driven to 
worship the God who holds human history in His capable hands, 
and we are blessed with assurance that He is indeed sovereign.  

Final Words of Warning and Comfort 
READ 12:1-4 

 Once again, the chapter divisions seem to be unfortunate, as 
this section appears to fit best with chapter 11.  

 We see Michael, one of the few angels named in Scripture, as 
“having charge” of the people of Israel (see 10:13).  

 There is an ominous warning of a time of unprecedented 
trouble – often called, “the Time of ___________________,” as 
in Jeremiah 30:7 and Matthew 24:21 – a time “such as never 
has been since there was a nation till that time.” This is often 
seen as taking place in the second half of the “time of 
tribulation,” aka – “The Great Tribulation.”  

 There is also promise of deliverance for God’s people! “Written 
in ___________” = God DOES know those who are His!  
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 Verse 2 along with verse 13 are two important OT witnesses to future 
resurrection and life eternal, doctrines often viewed as “MIA” in the OT.  

 Verse 4 and verse 9 both teach the same thing – “shut up the words and 
seal the book” – as in, “these things will ______________ when the events 
so described are taking place, but not before.”  

Two Ques ons We All Want to Ask 
READ 12:5-12 

 “____________ shall it be till the end?” The answer given appears to focus 
on the “time of trouble” from verse 1; i.e. three and a half years!  

 “What shall be the outcome of these things?” The angelic messenger 
reminds Daniel that there are two clear sides – those on God’s side and 
those who are wicked; the righteous will understand what’s going on, and 
the wicked will not.  

 Verses 11 & 12 describe a certain number of days. Some see them as set 
aside for judgment, others (Marvin Rosenthal) see correspondence to some 
of the Feasts of Israel being fulfilled.  

Res ng in the Hands of Our Sovereign God!  
READ 12:13 

 God tells Daniel that he will die (“rest”) and ultimately be resurrected “at 
the end of days.” The word “rest” is not simply a euphemism for _______; it 
is a theologically rich word used to describe trusting Christ for salvation, 
growing in grace, and ultimately entering the presence of God.  

 Our need for daily _______ is a picture of this true Sabbath rest – we “rest” 
from our labor and entrust ourselves to the watchful care of a good and 
gracious Father.  

Responding to God’s Word 
 Are you trusting Christ today as your Savior & Guide in this life & the next? 

 A word from John Lennox…and hearing God’s Word: Romans 8:31-39 
 

Next Sunday: September 13, 2020 
“Revisi ng the Great Commandment:  

A God-Centered Heart & a God-Centered Life” 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 & Mark 12:28-34 
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Answer Key: ▪ mystery ▪ rest ▪ Jacob’s Trouble ▪ the book ▪ make sense ▪ How long ▪ death ▪ sleep 


