
Sermon Notes – September 20, 2020 
Review 
 As we begin this new and unique ministry year, we want to 

remember, or re-visit TWO most-important topics: The Great 
Commandment, and The Great Commission. These two “greats” 
are founda onal to our year together. 

 Last week, we looked at the glory of God as a theme that runs 
throughout scripture and is the basis of the “Shema” in 
Deuteronomy 6:4. This Great Commandment calls us to love God 
and make devotion to Him the essence of life itself. 

  

The Great Commission: Ma hew 28:16-20 
Just three weeks ago we looked at this text with one of our global 
partners. To really grasp the purpose and scope of this command, we 
need to have clarity about two key topics: 1) God’s heart for the 
na ons & 2) the purpose behind God’s blessing.  
 

God’s Heart for the Na ons 
 Genesis 12:1-3 is a foundational text for us. The initiation of 

God’s redemptive plan has a ____________ focus (Genesis 
18:17-18, 22:15-18, 26:2-5, 28:13-14). 

 God’s heart for the nations is a consistent theme throughout 
scripture; Matthew 28 isn’t an ______________ (Exodus 12:35-
38, 18:10-11; 1 Kings 8:41-43; Isaiah 56:6-7; Jonah, Luke 24:44-
48; Acts 1:6-8; Revelation 7:9, 21:23-24, 22:1-2).  

 Why the nations? The reason is not ___________-centric, it is 
______-centric! This is tied directly to the great command & 
God’s glory (Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Isaiah 43:6-7).  

 God’s desire for worship is good news for us. We are worshipers 
and we will worship something. God’s call leads to that which is 
truly worthy of worship, to our greatest satisfaction, and to join 
God in His ________ __________.  
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God’s Purpose is Blessing 
 Why was Abraham blessed? It was not a divine act of _____________ at the 

expense of others. Rather it was specifically to bless others. Abraham was 
blessed to _____________________.  

 Often, we want God’s blessing, but we forget the purpose behind God’s 
blessing. God’s blessing is always linked to God’s purposes (Psalm 67). 

 How does this apply to you? If you are part of the family of faith, you have 
____________ Abraham’s blessing. Therefore, you have inherited the 
purpose behind his blessing (Galatians 3:7-9).  

 

Unpacking a Global Vision 
 Matthew 28 speaks of all nations but what is a nation? Think about ethnic 

_________ _________ rather than geopolitical borders.  

 The Great Commission is necessarily _________________. God’s heart for 
the nations should compel us to consider our role globally to those who 
have not heard and will not hear without an outside missionary effort.  

 Today there are an estimated _______ unreached people groups. How do I 
cultivate a passion for the nations? It starts with ___________________. 

 

Responding to Gods’ Word 
 Being a disciple means we follow the master and are do what the master is 

doing. I can do all sorts of Christian things but what if I ignore the Great 
Commission?  

 The Great Commission is not a deluxe version of Christianity. Not all are 
called to go, but all are called to be involved. What has God given you?  

 The Great Commission is not a thankless command it is a glorious promise. 
It is God’s best for you! 

Next Sunday – September 27, 2020 
“Thinking Chris anly about Culture: Is Culture a Friend or a Foe” 
(Colossians 4:5-6; Philippians 3:20; 1 Peter 2:9-12; 2 Corinthians 5:20) 
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Answer Key: ▪ global  ▪  a erthought  ▪ human  ▪  God  ▪ greatest ac vity  ▪ favori sm  ▪ be a blessing  ▪ 
inherited  ▪ people groups ▪  cross-cultural  ▪  7407  ▪  passion for God  ▪   


