Sermon Notes — October 4, 2020

Review

e Our fall preaching series is entitled, “Thinking Christianly About
All of Life,” a title intended to emphasize both
and a

o We saw last week that Christians who seek to live faithfully &
redemptively in this world find themselves in a necessary
tension. We are “exiles & strangers” in this world and warned
about being a “friend of the world” (James 4:8), and at the same
time we are called to be a redemptive presence, living as salt &
light in this dark & lost world. Both emphases are important,
and we ignore either to our own peril.

Today’s Topic

We live in an information age. We have more access to news, world
events, and all manner of truth claims than any generation before
us. At the same time, we are weary for truth. Everyone has an
angle, every statement comes with spin, and we — along with the
culture around us — become skeptical of anyone and everyone who
says, “No, really. This is true.” So, what do we do with Jesus, who
famously said, “l am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father except through me.” He did not add, “IMHO.”

God Unapologetically Makes Absolute Truth

Statements in the Bible
READ Romans 1:18-20 (Genesis 1:1)

= Needed definitions:
o Truth is when what | say or believe corresponds to the

way things
o A propositional statement makes a truth claim; it says,

“This is true.” (“A is not non-A”)

o Relativism denies absolute truth; it says, “Truth is what
you make it,” or “That’s true for you...” and believes
that absolute truth claims are & impossible.
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= Some history: The world has not always denied “true truth.”

= The worldview of the Bible comes to us in propositional truth statements:
God is. God created. God has spoken. Humans are sinful and need a Savior.
Heaven and Hell are real places. Christ died a real death on a real cross in
actual history to pay the penalty for our sin. We are called to

= Even more, according to Romans 1, God reacts negatively to those who
(actively suppress) His truth. We see in this text that God has
clearly spoken — “plain” — “clearly seen” — “evident” — “without/no excuse”:

o Increation (1:20; “General Revelation”)

o Inour consciences (2:15)

God’s People Must Interact Wisely in a World Steeped in

Relativism

READ Acts 17:16-34

= Paul assesses the current religious climate (he was in Athens, not
Jerusalem!) and he finds an inroad for the gospel. He doesn’t attack the
false gods. He doesn’t refute other philosophies. He quotes locally
recognized sources. And he isn’t side-tracked by critics (32).

= The heart of his message is coming judgment and our need for a Savior, the
resurrected Lord Jesus Christ.

= A simple observation about our current relativistic world: Today’s common
relativistic slogans are logically . Learn to spot it & ask good
questions: “There are no absolute truths.” (Is that an absolute truth?)
“Truth is unknowable.” (Is that true, and how do you know it?)

= Three books might be helpful: Tactics, by Greg Koukl; Is the Bible
True...Really, by Josh McDowell & Dave Sterrett; and True for You, But Not
for Me, by Paul Copan.

Hearing & Responding to God’s Word

= Make no mistake about it: “Truth” is a battlefield today. We must be “ready
to give an answer.” At the same time, the battle for truth is more than
intellectual; it is a spiritual battle to be engaged by much prayer, with much
patience, in a spirit of love, with the name of Jesus on our lips!

= Communion text: | Peter 2:24



Community Group Notes

Getting Started

Think about fall together! Pumpkin-spice lattes. Yes or No? A walk in the leaves?
Visit a pumpkin patch? Enjoy a good round of rain? What things do you enjoy
about fall?

Talking It Through

1.

Review the sermon from Sunday: Read Romans 1:18-20 and Acts 17:16-34
and review the main points & other key texts from your notes. What was
this week’s sermon about?

Review the three key definitions that were given on Sunday. Can you
rephrase each of them in different words and still get the point across?

Okay, this may be a difficult question, but on Sunday Pastor Jay commented
on the philosophical shift that took place in Europe in the late 1800’s and in
the US in the 1930’s. The point was that people began to see truth as an
individual thing instead of absolute. What things do you think contributed
to that shift? What's so attractive about relativism? (At least, in your humble
opinion...you can’t really say for sure, right?)

Think through Paul’s interaction in Athens from Acts 17. In what ways did he
interact wisely with the local culture? How did he connect Scripture and
propositional truth with the religious pluralism around him? Did he
“apologize” or back down when he “gave the invitation”? (Take time on this
one —there’s a lot to learn from Paul in this text)

Taking It Further & Taking It Home

5. Think about YOUR faith for a few minutes. In what ways has the culture of
relativism around us affected you? Are you tentative about what you say
you believe? Are you so “culturally humble” that you conveniently hide
what you believe from anyone around you? What is ONE thing you could do
to make God'’s unchanging truth more evident in your life?

Time to PRAY

(Or do this at the beginning of your group time)
Take time to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:

Next Sunday: October 11%, 2020

“Thinking Christianly About Politics: Is God a Democrat or a Republican?”
Matthew 26:47-56; Romans 13:1-7; | Timothy 2:1-7
Pastor Jay Mosser

Answer Key: = biblical content = Christ-honoring attitude = really are = arrogant = believe it * reject = self-refuting



