
Sermon Notes – October 18, 2020 
Review 
 Our fall preaching series is entitled, “Thinking Christianly About 

All of Life,” a title intended to emphasize both __________ 
________ and a _________________________. 

 We have seen that Christians who seek to live faithfully & 
redemptively in this world find themselves in a necessary 
tension. We live in a world shaped by culture, but we are not to 
love “the world.” We follow One who called Himself the Truth, 
yet our lives are flooded with a myriad of other truth claims, 
and sometimes it is hard to be truly discerning. It seems that 
being “salt & light” is not a job for sissies!  

Today’s Topic 
Diane Langberg is a counselor & author. She writes: “Marriage is 
designed and intended by God to be a union that bears fruit of many 
kinds and changes the world. Marriage is a living parable; an 
illustra on in the flesh telling the world how much God loves His 
people and giving them a clear picture of how that love is 
demonstrated.” So, why do you think that descrip on of marriage 
appears in a book en tled, Suffering and the Heart of God? Today 
we want to think Chris anly about marriage!  

What is Marriage & Why Did God Create It? 
Text: Genesis 1-2 

 The book of Genesis is far more than a story about how things 
began. It is God’s “__________” for humanity as evidenced by 
both Jesus (Matthew 19:3-5) and Paul (I Timothy 2:13-14). 

 God created people as the crown of His creation. Humans alone 
are created in the _________________ (a term loaded with 
meaning) to teach truth about God and to have a personal 
relationship with Him.  

 God created male & female to reflect the unity and diversity 
within the triune God, and He gave “_____________” to them 
both.  
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 Marriage is a life-long union between a man & a woman. God created a 
“helper” (a person of strength, _________, and resource) to share life with 
Adam. NOTE: The Hebrew term for “helper” is frequently used for _____ 
_________; it is not a subtle putdown to women.  

 The God Who created male and female “gives away” the first bride and then 
presides over the first wedding, clearly as a ___________ for ages to come.  

 Marriage, as God designed it, is a covenant, not simply a ____________ 
agreement.  (“cleave” = glued to) Marriage was given to the human race, for 
our collective good, and it is part of God’s “common grace” to believer and 
unbeliever alike. Who, then, ultimately has jurisdiction over marriage? 

What Does Marriage Mean?  
Texts: I Kings 8:23; Matthew 19:6; Ephesians 5:22-33 

 God is a covenant-keeping God, and He intends that we would be covenant-
keepers as we mirror Him. Do we fail? Yes, a thousand times, yes, but that 
does not negate God’s call for us to be promise-keeping people.  

 God created marriage to teach us about the relationship between Christ and 
the Church. The Church is called “the bride of Christ.” Christ is the perfect 
“___________” who never fails, one who keeps all His promises, and who 
calls the Church to live into her glorious beauty, even in her current 
imperfection. THIS view of marriage – pointing to the gospel – should 
encourage us profoundly!  

 

Hearing & Responding to God’s Word 
 Marriage, by its design, teaches profound truth about God, and even in its 

(many) human imperfections, we see the gospel illustrated. Further, we are 
confronted by our deep NEED for Christ (“I need Thee, O, I need Thee…”). 
Cf. John 15:1-8 

 When our broken world violates God’s pattern for marriage, we need not be 
surprised or angry at specific people; but marriage is worth protecting, 
something we do by our words, by our votes (when possible), and by our 
lives.  

 When you speak about marriage – or your spouse or about men or about 
women, what do you say?  

 But what if our marriage breaks? Then what? 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Let’s be honest about fall tradi ons! When is it “too early” to decorate for 
Thanksgiving? What about Christmas? When is it “too early” to listen to 
Christmas music, and how judgmental are you towards those who don’t live by 
your standards in THESE areas? (BTW – your pastor has already begun listening 
to Christmas music…that’s right…take a breath!) 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: BROWSE Genesis 1-2 and comment on the 

“high points,” and READ Ephesians 5:15-33 and any other key texts from 
your notes. What was this week’s sermon about?  

 
 
2. Keeping it real: Our sermon notes this week began with a quote about 

marriage from a book on suffering. Was it discouraging or encouraging or 
affirming or disheartening? How did that feel to you as a sermon opener?  

 
 
 
3. Most of the me, people talk about marriage from the “human happiness” 

viewpoint. On Sunday we saw that marriage teaches theology. Talk about it! 
What truths about God are taught when a marriage flourishes AND what 
truths about God are illustrated when a marriage breaks?  

  
 
 

 
4. We saw on Sunday that marriage is intended to be a “covenant, not a 

consumer agreement”? What was the point of that, and what difference 
does it make in how people view marriage?  

 
 
 
 
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home 
READ this quote, reflect a bit, and talk honestly about it:  

“The most important thing about marriage is not marriage. We are not the 
center; we are not the point. We are poin ng, and what we are poin ng to is 
Christ and the Church.” (John Piper) 
 
 How does it feel NOT to be the point?  
 What might this quote say to someone who says, “But I’m just not happy.” 
 How does this quote reflect the values of eternity?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday: October 25, 2020 
“Thinking Chris anly About Gender:  

Why Did God Create Male & Female?” 
Ma  Richey  

Answer Key: ▪ biblical content ▪ Christ-honoring a tude ▪ charter ▪ image of God ▪ dominion ▪ ability ▪ God Himself ▪ pa ern ▪ 
consumer ▪ husband 


