
Sermon Notes – October 25, 2020 

Review:  
⇒ Our fall preaching series is entitled, “Thinking Christianly About 

All of Life,” a title intended to emphasize both Biblical content 
and a Christ-honoring attitude.  

⇒ We have seen that Christians who seek to live faithfully & 
redemptively in this world find themselves in a necessary 
tension. We live in a world shaped by culture, but we are not to 
love “the world.” 

⇒ God created male & female to reflect the unity and diversity 
within the triune God, and He gave “dominion” to them both.  

Today’s Topic:  
In today’s world, gender has become a confusing and contentious 
topic. We are asking, in ways that we never have before, what it 
means to be male or female and if a traditional understanding of 
gender is relevant in our contemporary context. In the midst of this 
confusion and controversy, it is important for us to remain biblically 
grounded AND culturally conversant. We should ask both what does 
Scripture have to tell us about gender and how this relates to the 
questions of the day.  

Genesis 1-3: Foundational Truths about Gender 
⇒ Although the Bible consistently refers to God with masculine 

pronouns and as ______ rather than Mother, God is not “____.” 
Both men and women image and reflect truth about who God is. 

⇒ The creation account in Genesis 1-2 teaches two foundational 
truths. First, all humanity, male and female, images God and we 
are, in essential and important ways, ___________. Secondly, 
however, God differentiated male and female. He is the author 
and creator of gender. We are also, in significant and important 
ways, ________________ from each other.  

⇒ God created men and women to reflect his unity in diversity, 
but, as we see in Genesis 3, human sin is reflected in the 
_________________ of human relationships. 
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Honoring God as “Gendered Beings” 
⇒ God created men and women to reflect and image Him, to multiply and fill 

the earth, and to rule and have dominion over His creation. Men and 
women have roles to fulfill in each of these mandates. Marriage is the union 
of a man and a woman that reflects God’s diversity within unity and a way 
that human beings join God as “____________________.”  

⇒ Although God created men and women for each other and marriage is a 
beautiful and wonderful way of honoring God, marriage is a sign that points 
to something larger than itself. It is not an end in itself. Those who are not 
married, are no longer married, or find themselves in marriages that do not 
reflect the “ideal,” also reflect and image God and are entrusted with a 
__________________ and ______________. 

⇒ Our common humanity and status as sons and children of God is more 
foundational than gender. Gender matters, but should be properly ordered.    

⇒ Scripture passages to reference: Luke 20:27-39; 1 Corinthians 7:1-40, 11:2-
16; Galatians 3:23-29; 1 Timothy 2:8-15. 

Gender and Biblical Truth in a Changing World 
⇒ We live in a world that is both “very good” and “not the way it’s supposed 

to be.” Honoring God as creator means to _____________________ the 
goodness of His design. Recognizing the world as fallen means to accept 
that every aspect of us and every relationship we have has been marred and 
tainted by sin. Our experience of gender and gender relationships will not 
always fit the design and intent of Creation.  

⇒ As gendered persons, we live in the light and hope of ______________. In 
the church, God is redeeming and restoring the beauty and wonder of who 
we’re created to be. We also look forward with eager expectation for the 
full revealing of the “sons of God.” 

Having a Christ-Honoring Attitude About Gender 
⇒ God created Male and Female and both genders are “very good.” A Christ-

honoring attitude must not demean the God’s good creation.  

⇒ A Christ-honoring attitude must honor both our unity and our diversity. We 
are very much the same and very much different. God designed male and 
female to be in harmony and reflect Him. As the “firstfruits” of the new 
creation, this must be reflected in our homes and in our church! 



Community Group Notes 

Getting Started 
Growing up, what did it mean to you to be a boy or a girl? As a boy did you like 
to play sports, hunt & fish, and blow things up? As a girl did you like to dress up, 
watch princess movies, and shop for shoes? Did you mostly fit the stereotypes 
or did you often find yourself at odds with society’s expectations (or maybe a 
combination of the two)? Do you think these stereotypes and expectations are 
good or harmful or both? Why?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday. What was it about? What thoughts or 

observations do you have from the sermon? Were there any new thoughts 
about gender that occurred to you? Were you reminded of any important 
biblical truths?  

 
 
2. Read Genesis 1:26-31 and 3:16-29 (review the context if necessary). How 

should these foundational passages inform our understanding of gender? 
What are some ways that they help us to understand the world we live in 
and our individual personal identity?   

 
 
3. For the men in the room:  

What are some ways that we, as men, uniquely image and reflect God?  
 

What are some struggles and difficulties we have as men? How has 
“maleness” been affected by the fall? 

 
4. For the women in the room: 

What are some ways that we, as women, uniquely image and reflect 
God?  

 
What are some struggles and difficulties we have as men? How has 
“femaleness” been affected by the fall? 

 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
5. Although marriage is important to our understanding of what it means to be 

male or female, it is not what defines us as men or as women. Men and 
women image God both in marriage and apart from marriage. What are 
some ways that single people can image and serve God in ways that are 
more difficult for married people? How does the Bible’s high calling for 
single people help us in our understanding of gender and our identity in 
Christ? (Referencing 1 Corinthians 7 and Luke 20:27-39 may be helpful).  
 
 

6. One of the difficulties in having meaningful conversations about gender is a 
balanced understanding of “gender expectations,” “gender norms,” and 
exceptions to gender norms.  Talk about these for a bit. What are some 
cultural gender expectations that are not necessarily part of God’s design? 
What are some ways that men or women might not fit typical gender norms 
yet still honor God?  

 
 
7. Thinking Christianly about gender requires that we both honor our unity 

AND honor our differences. What are ways that we, as families, as 
community groups, or as individuals, can do a better job of honoring and 
celebrating God’s good gift of gender, differences and all?  What are some 
ways we can live together in better harmony as men and women?  

 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group time) 
Take time to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday Worship: November 1, 2020 
“Thinking Christianly About Race: Is True Healing Possible in a Racially 

Broken World?”  (Genesis 9-12, Revelation 21-22) 
Pastor Tyler Pease 

Answer Key: ▪ Father ▪ male ▪ the same ▪ different ▪ brokenness ▪ little-creators ▪ high calling ▪ mandate ▪  
celebrate and affirm ▪ new creation ▪  


