
Sermon Notes – November 1, 2020 
Review 
 Our fall series is, “Thinking Christianly About All of Life,” 

emphasizing both _____ content and a _____________ attitude. 

 Last week, we saw that God created male and female and both 
genders are very good, reflecting God’s unity in diversity. As we 
live in the reality of a fallen world, the church should provide a 
place of renewal as we look forward to a new creation. 

Today’s Topic: Race 
 Our culture has experienced a strong shift toward viewing racism 

as an external problem of _______ and ____________________. 
This has radically shifted the conversation around racism, 
including how it is defined (see Voddie Baucham’s messages on 
“Cultural Marxism”, “Ethnic Gnosticism”, and “Racial 
Reconciliation” published by Founders Ministries on YouTube). 

 We need to have a biblical foundation regarding our 
understanding of race and lostness. We also need to be aware 
that _____hope is not found in external change.  

Who Created Ethnic Dis nc on? And Why? 
 Starting in Genesis 1:27 we see that humans are created in God’s 

image. This is true of all humans even after the _____ (Gen. 9:6). 

 Genesis 10 presents us with a list of nations. Where did they 
come from? Genesis 11 gives us the answer. Ethnicity and 
cultural diversity are a _______ of God, not a _______________. 

 Genesis 12 shows us God’s intention is to bless the ethnic groups 
He created. God’s repeated promises give no indication that He 
is trying to ______ ethnic distinction.  

What is the End-Goal for Ethnic Dis nc on?  
 As we look at the end of scripture, we do not see a loss of ethnic 

or cultural distinctiveness (Revelation 7:9).  
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 What does John see at the conclusion of God’s redemptive plan on a new 
earth? Distinct nations bringing tributes of their unique _____________ 
______________ to worship God.  

 Revelation 22 shows us God’s desire is to _____ the nations, not ________ 
them. Ethnic distinction exists to reflect God’s glory in distinct and beautiful 
ways.  

Is True Healing Possible in a Racially Broken World?  
 Prior to Acts, the assumption was that following God meant becoming 

Jewish (Matt. 23:15). 

 The way in which God includes the gentiles is significant. There is no human 
intervention needed, no cultural changes made, not even the slightest 
amount of _____________________ is allowed (Acts 10:9-48). 

 Acts 15 formalizes the new reality. You can follow God while retaining your 
cultural _____________. Taking on Jewish culture gives _____ advantage. 
Amid diversity, unity is found through the commonality of the Gospel.  

Responding to Gods’ Word in Communion 
 Our culture says our greatest need is changing something external to 

ourselves – this is even becoming a common view within the church! We 
must not forget the internal need for new hearts. While there is great ethnic 
diversity among humans, we are all the same race of Adam and we all have 
the same intrinsic need of a savior. 

 The need for internal change does not mean _________ issues don’t matter. 
Because we are all created in God’s image, if there is an ethnic group 
experiencing disproportionate problems, we need to ask why that is rather 
than assuming there is something innately wrong with them (c.f. Dr. Clay 
Jones on YouTube, “Clay Jones Why God Allows Evil”).  

 Ethnic distinctions are a creation of God which reflect His beauty through 
diversity. This means that being “_____________” is not the goal. It also 
means cultural pride is not a bad thing, but we need great _________, a 
God-honoring spirit, and a willingness show honor to other cultures.  

 Let’s consider Ephesians 2:11-22 as we come to communion. As we 
remember the body and blood of Jesus, our mostly-gentile congregation has 
a lot to be thankful for!  

 



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
Race is a hot topic in our culture today. As you think of the topic do you find 
yourself fired up, indifferent, overwhelmed, or something else?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: Review the main sermon points from your 

notes. What was THIS sermon about?  
 
 
 
 
2. Did anyone in your group watch any of the videos referenced in the notes 

from Dr. Baucham or Dr. Jones? What were some key takeaways?  
 

 
 
 
 
3. Read Acts 10:9-48. This is a longer text but what do you no ce about the 

inclusion of the gen les into the Church? Try to put yourself in the shoes of 
the Jewish believers. Why do you think this would be so shocking?  How 
does this complement our communion text of Ephesians 2:11-22? 

 
 
 
 
4. Consider the Jerusalem council in Acts 15 (review it if needed). Consider 

that the council is made up of the oppressed and occupied culture, and the 
people they are making decisions about are part of the occupying world 
power. Does this match the picture you typically have in your mind about 
the council? Does this spur any takeaways about the gospel and race 
rela ons?  

 
 
 

 

Taking It Further & Taking It Home 
5. What are some ways we tend to respond nega vely toward those who are 

different from us? Why do you think we tend to do this?  
 
 
 
 

6. As you consider God’s purpose for the crea ng the na ons, how does this 
help you honor and appreciate cultural differences? How does this temper 
feelings of superiority or inferiority? What are some ways you’ve seen other 
cultures reflect God’s beauty differently than your own culture?  

 
 
 
 
7. For some of us, we may have to respond Chris anly to racism directed at us. 

For others, we may have to respond Chris anly to accusa ons of being part 
of the problem. Based on our study this week, what are some ways you can 
respond Chris anly to the applicable situa on?     

 
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. 
 
 

Next Sunday – November 8, 2020 
“Talking Chris anly in a Divided World: Why Civility is a Chris an Virtue” 

Pastor Jay Mosser 
Answer Key: ▪ biblical  ▪  Christ-honoring  ▪  systems ▪ power imbalances  ▪ OUR ▪ fall ▪  crea on  ▪  human 
construct  ▪  undo  ▪  glory and honor  ▪  heal  ▪  disband  ▪  human effort  ▪  iden ty  ▪  NO  ▪  external  ▪  color 
blind  ▪  humility  ▪  


