
Sermon Notes – November 8, 2020 
Review 
 Our fall preaching series is entitled, “Thinking Christianly About 

All of Life,” emphasizing both ________________ and a ______-
____________________. 

 Last week with Pastor Tyler we looked at a biblical perspective 
on race and ethnic distinctions. We saw the power of the gospel 
to draw people together despite differing cultural identities, 
and we looked into heaven itself where ethnic & cultural 
distinctiveness bring great glory to our creative God.  

Today’s Topic 
To live in this digital age is most surely to no ce the evident lack of 
civility in the public square. Address nearly any topic in an online 
forum and you’re guaranteed to get push back. Someone will be 
sure to point out your errors, correct your thinking, or let you know 
that you’re stupid for thinking about organic gardening the way you 
do (or any other topic!). And in these increasingly divided days, not 
only are smiles hidden behind masks, but people seem more on 
edge than ever before. God does call His children to speak truth, 
YET to do so with grace and kindness – true civility!  

Hur ul Speech is a Perpetual Human Problem 
Text: James 3 (READ the whole chapter; focus on 1-12) 

 You are _______________ to God for your words – especially if 
you teach others (1-2). 

 Your words have incredible ________ – for good (“the tongue of 
the wise brings healing”) or for ill (3-5a). James uses two 
examples to make his point: a horse’s bridle & bit, and a ship’s 
rudder.  

 Your words can be flat-out ____________ (5b-8). Many of us as 
children learned the slogan, “Sticks and stones…” but is it TRUE? 
James uses strong language to make his point (“hell” = 
Gehenna). How many of us bear the scars of words from a 
parent or a spouse or a child or a teacher or a coach?  
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 Your words reveal the __________ in your heart (9-12) and ultimately, your 
need for Christ and the gospel. How quickly we must learn to cry out, “O 
God, forgive me! Help me with my words!”  

Our World Needs Models of Civil Speech and Behavior  
 “When the Jewish and Christian consensus held sway in the English-speaking 

world, there was an unspoken etiquette, a courtesy, and a civility that 
characterized the general way of speaking, at least for most people and in 
public. Not only did this consensus erode and collapse in the 1950s and 
1960s, it was assaulted and overthrown…” (Os Guinness, LCL).  

 “So, two things are critical: first, that all faiths really are experiencing 
religious liberty; and second, that the bonds of unity are strengthened as the 
boundaries of diversity are stretched.” (Os Guinness, TCFC).  

 We who believe that all humans are created in the image of God should 
lead the way in making sure that people we agree with AND people we do 
not agree with are both treated as image bearers of God. Once again, 
biblical values and Great Commission goals should be “______________” to 
guide our words and our behavior with ALL those with whom we interact.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hearing & Responding to God’s Word 
 Do you need to repent for some painful or ill-timed or ill-motivated or 

unnecessary words you have recently spoken?  

 Do you need to address some heart-attitudes behind those ill-spoken 
words? After all, our words reveal the struggles and values of the heart.  

 Do you need to step back from social media for a season, or from talking 
about certain topics? Is it time for you to “re-boot” your heart with a good 
dose of thanksgiving and praise?  

 Need a project? READ & memorize these texts: Psalm 131:3; Proverbs 
18:13; Proverbs 29:20; Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 4:6 

 What is ONE THING you will do this week to restrain and retrain your 
words?  



Community Group Notes 
Ge ng Started 
I have to ask! Is it turkey for Thanksgiving…or ham…or prime rib? What do you 
have to have at Thanksgiving for things to feel right in terms of food?  
 

Talking It Through  
1. Review the sermon from Sunday: READ James 3:1-18 and remember the 

main points from Sunday. What was this week’s sermon about?  
 
 
2. We saw four warnings in James 3. Which of them do YOU need the most, or 

which brought the most memories to mind?    
 
 
3. The Bible draws out the strong connec on between our words and our 

hearts. So, cri cal words typically flow from a cri cal heart, and angry words 
typically flow from an angry heart. Some biblical counselors point out that 
TOO MANY words can reflect a subtle pride – “Hey everyone, listen to me; 
my words are more important than yours!”  
SO…what advice would you give a good friend whose words keep ge ng 
him or her into trouble? 

  
 

 
4. In their book, “Uncommon Ground,” Pastor Timothy Keller and lawyer John 

Inazu call for the public return and diligent prac ce of three core values:  
1) humility (you don’t know as much as you think you know),  
2) pa ence (evidenced by careful listening, genuinely seeking to understand 
others’ point of view, and asking good & helpful ques ons), and 
3) tolerance (in the biblical sense…kindly pu ng up with people who hold 
beliefs and prac ces that we do not share – and that we do not approve).  
Which of these virtues do you find easiest and which do you find most 
difficult?  
 

Thinking Deeper & Taking It Home 
READ this quote, reflect on it, and discuss it with your group:  

“Speaking well and listening well are not intui ve for everyone. They will o en 
take prac ce and pa ence. They will require slowing down our social media 
impulses, making more dra s of the wri en word, and taking more pauses 
before the spoken word. None of this will be easy. But the coming years will give 
us plenty of opportuni es to try.”  (John Inazu, Confident Pluralism, c. 2018)  
 
 Are “speaking and listening well” intui ve for you? Are you be er at 

speaking your mind or listening to others?  
 Dream for a minute: What would your world be like if – just for a week – 

people prac ced Inazu’s advice?  
 And dream again: What would your world be like if YOU prac ced that same 

advice, maybe even for longer than a week?  
 
 
 
 

Time to PRAY 
(Or do this at the beginning of your group me) 
Take me to share prayer requests that relate to the people in your group, and 
then pray for those needs. Here’s a place to list specific prayer needs:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 

Next Sunday: November 15, 2020 
“Trus ng God in a World Aflame:  

The Gospel Necessity of Both Sorrow and Joy” 
Pastor Jay Mosser  

Answer Key: ▪ biblical content ▪ Christ-honoring a tude ▪ accountable ▪ power ▪ dangerous ▪ conflict ▪ river banks  


