
Sermon Notes – November 22, 2020 
Thanksgiving 
 This year is the 400th anniversary of the pilgrims arriving on the 

Mayflower back in 1620. It is widely acknowledged that the 
following year of 1621 inaugurated the first “thanksgiving” feast 
but it wasn’t until 1863 that Abraham Lincoln made it a national 
holiday that we still celebrate today.   

Today’s Text: Exodus 16 
At first glance, today’s text appears to be a story about the newly 
rescued people of Israel. A er more than 400 years of slavery in a 
foreign land, the Israelites are now free. It is true that these people 
teach us something about ourselves, especially how we react when 

mes are tough. But ul mately, this story is about the One who 
delivered these people from slavery and who provides for their 
every need—even in the wilderness.  

A Look in the Mirror: The People Grumble 
 Pressing ________ threaten to consume us. In the midst of that 

pressure, like Israel, we too, are quick to complain—whether 
with our lips or in our ___________.  

 In our wilderness we can:  

 ________ what God has already done for us in the past.   

 ________ others for our circumstances.  

 have our _______________ of what is best for us.  

 fail to _________________God’s provision.   

 take matters into our own hands.  

 All these tendencies reveal a lack of ____________________ to 
adequately care for us. Lament is the appropriate alternative.  

 Trusting God does not mean that we have to __________ 
everything is fine when it clearly is not. We express our 
confusion and pain directly to God in the context of 
relationship, trust, and even ___________________.  

A Look Above: God’s Grace in Provision 
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 God’s children have done nothing in this text to deserve kindness. If 
anything, they deserve a timeout (don’t worry, soon God will make them 
stand in the corner for 40 years(!) complete with dunce cap and all). Still, in 
the face of grumbling, God continues to graciously provide.  

 God uses His ways of provision to _____ our obedience and faith (v.4). Think 
of a teacher’s goal in giving out tests. God is not trying to trap us into failing 
but to _________ us how to trust and obey.  

 Though we shouldn’t need constant reminders, God graciously gives us 
undeniable glimpses of His power and glory to bring us back to where we 
need to be.     

 This passage displays God’s grace and kindness in how we provides for His 
people. He knows how to best meet all their needs (and not just physical 
need). God’s provision of nourishment is not merely physical but spiritual as 
well. “Man does not live on bread alone…”  

 The bread from heaven in this story points forward to Jesus, who called 
himself “the True Bread” who “comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world” (John 6:32-33). 

Responding to God’s Word 
 Is there something in your life that is overwhelming you? Consider taking 

another hard look in the mirror and evaluate how you may have slipped into 
any of the 5 tendencies we discussed.  

 Pray the prayer of the father from Mark 9:24: Lord, “I believe; help my 
unbelief!”  

 Practice reflection and remembrance of what God has done for you. What 
are some reminders you can put in place to remind yourself to reflect and 
give thanks? 

 For Christians, thanksgiving should not be an occasional practice but a frame 
of mind with which we approach all of life. Ask God for a thankful, joyful 
heart (Prov. 17:22). 

Next Sunday: November 29, 2020 
“God Speaks in the Darkness” 
(Luke 1:1-25 & Hebrews 1:1-4) 

Pastor Jay Mosser 

Answer Key: ▪ needs ▪ hearts ▪ forget ▪ blame ▪ own idea ▪ recognize ▪ faith in God ▪ pretend ▪ thanksgiving ▪ test ▪ teach  
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